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Aims and Objectives: 

Arts Project Australia began in 1974 as an arts based advocacy group for people with 
intellectual disabilities. A major reason for the formation of "the Art Project" (as it was 
_then known) was the insight on the part of its members that many people who have an 
intellectual disability displayed aptitude and talent in the visual arts, and that the 
flexible conventions of these arts forms could provide access to a variety of means of 
expression and communication, even when more common forms, particularly linguis
tic were difficult for them to utilise. 

Broadly, the aims of the Association are: 

To provide the means by which peoplp with an intellectual disability can 
participate fully in the visual arts; 

To promote the work of people with an intellectual disability as integral to 
the broad spectrum of contemporary art practice; 

To facilitate participation by people with an intellectual disability in appro
pria�e mainstream programs and courses, and to encourage meaningful 
artistic exchange between disabled and non-disabled artists; 

To broaden understanding and awareness of art by people with intellectual 
disabilities among artists and the general public; 

To advocate art as a valid vocational or recreational option 

To support and provide high quality community based education and 
training programs in the visual arts; 

In addition to the above points, the Studio Workshop Program specifically 
aims to provide educational experiences which will: 

Develop the artistic skills and awareness of people with an intellectual 
disability so that they may more fully utilise art as vocational or recrea
tional option; 

Focus on personal development particularly on the areas of self confidence 
and self-esteem which will enhance the individual's ability to function in 
other aspects of their lives; 

Encourage the development of personal symbols and expressions so that art 
may be used as an alternative means of communication. 
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President's Report 

In presenting my report for 1991, I am happy to be able 
to say that, despite the anxieties and restrictions felt due 
to the continuing recession by an organisation as 
dependent on public funding as Arts Project Australia, 
we have been able to sustain our programmes and we 
are grateful for the support we have received from both 
the public and private sectors. It is an acknowledge-, 
ment by them of the value of the work that is done. 

There is a growing recognition that the experience 
accumulated over the eighteen years of our existence 
has made Arts Project Australia a valuable resource 

. centre. The assistance given to people with an intellec
tual disability in the field of visual arts is increasingly 
seen to offer valid training in acquiring new skills. The 
project also forms a focal point in the community where 
genuine integration between those who are and those 
who are not disabled can share their common interest 
in the visual arts and the facilities provided for the�r 
practice. 

We have come to recognise that this is not something 
that can be quickly established. It is a complex process 
that requires sensitivity and understanding of the needs 
and reactions of all those involved, not simply a method 
that can be imposed according to a theory. We have 
been privileged to receive this kind of understanding 
for those of our students who have been accepted into 
the art courses of painting and drawing at P.I.T. Our 
staff of artsworkers has also benefited enormously 
from this connection, as is the case with the Australian 
Print Workshop where several students have the oppor
tunity to develop skills in printmaking. We were deeply 
distressed to learn of the death of Mr. Neil Leveson, 
Director of the Australian Print Workshop, to whom 
we owe so much for his understanding and help. 

The provision of regular long term assistance by 
experienced artists sensitive to the needs of the students 
and their difficulties and to their creative originality, 
the use of high quality materials of great variety, the 
calm and concentrated environment that the artswork
ers seek to maintain are recognised as basic necessities 
in the workshop. This is what undoubtedly produces 
the remarkable development in the work, the painterly 
qualities that are the mark of the artist. It also, not 
surprisingly, increases the independence, the growth 
in confidence and the sense of self worth that so often 
accompanies the process. 

We look forward to the opportunity being provided to 
us by the National Gallery of Victoria in August 1992 
to hold an exhibition in the Access Gallery to bring 
some of the works before a wider public and provide 
opportunities for discussion. 

I wish to thank Community Services Victoria, espe
cially Gill Pierce and Helen Cocks, and Northcote City 
Council and in particular Carol Mavric the Community 
Arts Officer, for their part in helping us to receive the 
funding for the rental of the adjacent premises. This 
presents a wonderful opportunity to double our space, 
relieving the already over-crowded space in the work
shop and providing a larger shopfront gallery. 

During the year I was invited to become a member of 
the Arts and Creativity Committee chaired by Luc 
Boulange of CREAHM Belgium, of the International 
League of Societies for Mental Handicap located in 
Brussels. This year a conference is being held in 
Vancouver and I have asked Cheryl Daye to repre
sent me as I am unable to attend. We hope this will 
prove to be a valuable connection. 

I wish to acknowledge the encouragement and financial 
support we have received through Mr. Michael Liffman 
from the Sidney Myer Fund. The establishment of a 
permanent collection of the early work that was the 
basis of the original Arts Project was celebrated with an 
exhibition opened by Mr. Michael Liffman. This 
collection, known as The Sidney Myer Fund Penna
nent Collection, will be used as a resource for study and 
loan purposes. 

.We welcomed Sally Shrimpton and Michael Butson to 
the Management Committee last year, and I thank all 
Committee members for the time and effort they give 
to Arts Project Australia. My very grateful thanks go 
to Cheryl Daye, the Director, who carries so much of 
the burden of seeking the on-going funding which is the 
basis of Arts Project Australia's existence, it is a very 
time consuming task added to the general management 
of the organisation and the very able representation of 
it she makes in the community. It is a very high priority 
to provide her with a full-time assistant when funds 
become available. 

I both thank and congratulate the artsworkers and our 
part-time administrative assistant for their continued 
and dedicated work without which we would not exist. 

Myra Hilgendorf; O.A.M. 
President. 
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