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Intro

Incite Arts and the award-winning stArts

with D Performance Ensemble present Strong
Feelings, offering powerful immersive and
sensory experiences, telling the varied and
thought-provoking stories of a group of artists
with disability living in Mparntwe/Alice Springs.
Strong Feelings shares their unique life journeys
through a mixture of portraiture and storytelling;
using costume, digital and visual art, song,
soundscapes, video and photography.

About stArts with D

stArts with D is a performing arts ensemble
engaging artists with disability in programs to
build skills, co-create, collaborate and present
disability-led performance works. Incite Arts has
produced arts and disability programs since
2005, with the stArts with D group forming in
2013. Currently, it is made up of eight members;
Lizzie Trew, Brandon Williams, Caleb McMillan,
Janice Carroll, Christopher Day, Fabian Miller,
Isaac Trew and Mickey Wallace.
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Listen

As a way to introduce the audience to people,
place and culture, ‘Listen’ began as a poem
written by the group. It was translated into
Auslan offering creative choreographic material
for the artists to work with. This developed into
a film and is an important reminder that these
artists have stories to tell and they will tell them
in their own ways.

Song Dress

Lizzie Trew is a young Pitjantjatjara and
Arrernte woman whose creativity shines in this
film. Initially her idea was to compose a song.
The complexities of the sounds and lyrics she
created became the force behind her ‘Song
Dress' as she wanted to ‘see’ the music. Lizzie
designed the dress, and painted the fabric,
which matches the rhythm, flow and beats of
the music. Alongside some of her animation
work, this film showcases how her dress makes
her feel. Lizzie is a creative phenomenon.

DJ Brandon Williams

Brandon Williams has always dreamed of being
a world-famous DJ. To play a banging tune
and for people around the globe to hear it,
what an achievement! Well, that is exactly what
happened. The song was set free, the people
pressed play and the dancing began!! Brandon's
epic track forms the backing to this incredible
film clip, connecting the rest of the world to the
Central Desert through some seriously powerful
beats.

Go Back There

Janice Carroll's song ‘Go Back There' vocalises
her love for her family and desire to return to her
country. When hearing the song it was clear to
everyone that she needed to return to Pukatja/
Ernabella, for the first time in years. This film
captures heart-warming displays of connection
to land and people, beautiful scenery and
exuberant family members!






Photography

Stills

These incredible portraits’ sole purpose is to
communicate the distillation of emotion. The
photographs give the artist's feelings a visual
voice. It is therefore dreamt that not only

will these portraits be seen, they will also be
heard...

Moving Portraits

These portraits explore a range of emotions felt by
the artists: frustration, joy, anger, contemplation,
acceptance, love. They ask the viewer to see
them, to notice them, and to listen. These moving
images surround the audience, immersing them in
a new world and offering a space to experience a
new perspective.

In collaboration with Jez Smith, Anna Cadden

Visual Art

The stArts with D artists collaborated with a
local professional artist exploring stories and
the meaning of art together. The artist then
combined it all and created a piece of visual
art to depict the connections the artists have
with each other, and the stories, great sense of
humour and playfulness they share.

In collaboration with Raymond Penangke Walters

Animation

The stArts with D artists developed these
animations in a dedicated program exploring
emotions, feelings, places, people and
connections.

These short clips provide the viewer a seldom
seen insight into the world of the artists, their
processing, communication and thinking. The
colours, patterns and shapes all offer unique
points of view. Look, listen and see what you
can see.

In collaboration with Nicholas ‘Pirate’ Rossiter (The
Black Wreath), Ellen Sleeman-Taylor (Bindi Enterprises)






Michael ‘Mickey’ Wallace
Mickey is the last of the
founding members of the

stArts with D Ensemble. A
young First Nations man with
buckets of energy, Mickey takes
great delight in musical and
movement explorations. He has been a key
participant and performer in many Incite Arts
programs and productions and has a strong
work and friendship ethic.

Brandon Williams
Brandon is a young First
Nations man who began

his involvement in Incite Arts
programs as a child at Acacia
Hill School. Brandon's creative
input has been shown in
many programs and productions, including the
award-winning Close To Me. He has performed
as a dancer and musician; his films have been
broadcast around the world and he has been
part of the Incite production team. This founding
member of stArts with D loves listening to music,
‘dropping the beat’ and supporting his friends.

10

Joy ‘Janice’ Carroll

Janice enjoys her engagement
in dance and music which

gives her a voice, drawing on
strengths and insights that
reshape her confidence. Janice,
a First Nations artist from
Pukatja/Ernabella, is a founding member of the
stArts with D Ensemble. She continues to create
and perform compelling original solo works as
part of Incite Arts programs and productions.

Caleb McMillan

Caleb, a First Nations young
man from Ntarig, is a natural
born mover and groover. Caleb
was part of the award-winning
Close to Me performance. As
the youngest member of the
stArts with D Ensemble, he makes powerful and
thoughtful contributions to all the works and
creates a positive, creative and supportive
space for everyone around him.
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