











Appendix 9

DEAFNESS

More than ONE AND A HALF MILLION Australians have some sort of hearing loss.
People with mild losses have difficulty hearing speech in noisy conditions.
Moderate and severe losses result in people only being able to hear when the
speaker is close by. All these sorts of losses can be greatly helped by hearing
aids. A small number of people have profound hearing loss. Even with hearing
aids these peopie hear only limited parts of speech. They may therefore need to
communicate through lipreading and/or signing.

There are two types of hearing loss :

CONDUCTIVE HEARING LOSS: This is due to damage to the eardrum or the
small bones of the middle ear. This sort of hearing loss is common in young
children following ear infections and can also result from illness or accident.
Conductive hearing losses can often be treated by doctors.

SENSORINEURAL HEARING LOSS (or Nerve Deafness): This type of
hearing loss is due to damage to some or all of the ‘hair cells’ - the numerous nerve
endings on each ear’s single nerve of hearing. Damage to the nerve of hearing
cannot be treated. Sensorineural hearing loss can be caused by a number of
factors: old age, loud noise (several rock musicians have hearing losses caused
by noise) or the effects of illnesses such as Rubella and Meningitis. Sensorineural
hearing loss can also be inherited, though the factors are not yet determined.

In Australia, more than two children in 1,000 are born with hearing impairment.
This means that most schools have no more than one or two children who require
hearing aids. Because hearing deteriotrates, however, one in four (25%) of people
over 65 years of age need hearing aids.
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For further information on :

Resources: DEAFNESS RESOURCES AUSTRALIA,
33 Argyle Street, Parramatta, NSW, 2150
Telephone: (02) 893 8139, Fax: (02) 893 8172

Sign Language: ADULT EDUCATION CENTRE FOR DEAF & HEARING
IMPAIRED PERSONS,
PO Box 500, Strathfield, NSW, 2135
Telephone: (02) 764 4600, Fax: (02) 746 8426







