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SUMMARY OF 6 MONTHS WORK WITH N,S.W. THEATRE OF THE DEAF

The great drive in all human beings is for communication.
The use of the printed word enables us to relive an
experience through the use of language memory, and to
share the experience with others, As & deaf theatre
group, we wanted to record our thoughts, feelings, wants,
fears and loves. Until this time, we have had little
opportunity to work together in this fashion. We would
write in our own language.

We met several times a week for almost 6 months, We met
either at the Deaf Club at Stanmore, or Margi's home.

One intensive weekend was spent at Kurrajong on a farm, where
we walked through the bush covered with hundreds of wild
flowers. We found time to explore our dreams and secret
fantasies, along with having a scrumptous barbeque and
picnic,

We grew very close during our time together, We learned

to trust one another, to love.one another. It was difficult
to say goodbye when the first part of the project finished.
Together we had studied our lives, our personal symbols.

Our objective was not only to record on paper our feelings
and ideas about deafness, but to devise a production so
that an audience could see our stories in sign language.

Our evenings were spent talking, talking, talking., Most
of us were not used to writing down our ideas, our poems.
We always signed them, for ours is a visual language, but
we took on the challenge with vigour. We used several
stepping stones to reach a point where we could openly
share our innermost dreams,



STEPS USKD 1C FRSE OUR TWHOUGETS

1., «Draving. We drew somethirg without thizking, Zoided 1t,
[ apd pasged 4t on, Trhe next pezson would draw scxeining
else and.poes Lt on., Fipally, afier we had all conirlbuted,

—

li roreone woiild yoiuntenr %o pign the etory. ¥oal of the
calorien were very funny.. We deciced <o ufe thls Lechnique
li vto devige our performance when tha tlze cape, oz 1t

yoeemed gopoweriul tool,  {see Appendix 4]

Z:  Wheth
5 . 2. Roodlingw We wowid doodle, our eyes pariiy c.osed,
siryivg fio Keep our mind as empty as we sculd, When we
snadyfinipiadwo wouid Shen salaect several nbapes from our
Edﬂ%ﬂ%ﬂ 'ﬂhﬂm“ﬂaaw ‘Lu J’ri thess shapes together in &
: o ‘Ne was ©to cross the hurndle of
..rtu.a_ Etoaw =1 te absub. (sce Appendix 2)

"‘"'Iﬁ‘- R‘ﬂ{ﬁpn -F’Lr mogssyaiiable atipp! ug plonan
wRECL,, We £il drew o Carge elrcle and
iyenimanyiyanne we bed liveds  We
=% ﬁ?ﬁé—t‘p“. - wrayous Hmi caloures
. : "1*3';3@“*&2!1 MR L‘veﬂ. wk_,_
e FELREE BICEC sigeTour Cives AT 2 2oL Nal




-3-;-
eeem unfaxiliar to you. ¥e meke the lapguage work Tor usj
uct only do we wrie i1, we alsc move it through the alr,
words ledping out of our hunds onto the pbge below.

To Bifmlate our comversations, we decided on a 1ist of
questions. Rach meeting begau with a guestlorn or two,

ut sometimes our conversations would run away with us, end
more relevent informetion would be forthcoming.

¥e wanted to find out what that first day was like when we
lesrned that we wore deaf,

1. Bow 0ld was T when I learced that T was deaf.

7. 4Yhore wap 19

3. What was the day like: reiny, fins, summer, winter?
4. ¥ho was 1 with a8t the time?

5« What did I bhave on?

6. Did 1 fecl ead, frightened, lonely, or what?

7« Wkat was I thipking at the time?

8. Did I think my world had come %o an ond?

9, Wben I undersiood what deafoesa was did I feel wpecial
10. Was T teased by oiher cbildren because I was dpaf?
1. Was T confused aboutl whai deafness was exactly?®

12. Was 7T mecared abount what this would mpez2n fo =y 1ife?

13. What did my mother de when she noticed other people
making fun of me?

14. Did my fanily try to hide we {roz olher people?
5. Was I protecled by wmy family?

what was School 1ike?

1, How old was 1 when I was sent to sckooll
2. Did 1 write letters home?

%, Did I receive letiers from home?

A. How djd 1 feel the firsl time I received a letter from
howe'?

5., What was the first word 1 utierved...who taughl 117
6. At school did T write about what I did?

7. Did 1 enjoy school?

B. What did ¥ 1ike about echool the wost?









me

me

me
me



Colin:

George:

John:

e

off wy hearing aide, They then attached it to
my back, so I couldn't take it off, A teacher
never understood about deafness.

I only though I was different. I came home and told
my mother "I am deaf",,.my mother just smiled.

When I was young, I was always bored. Everyone
was having a conversation talking to each other
yet when I asked what's going on my patents
always said 'tell you later'., Then when I joined
the deaf club they came with me and asked What's
going on.

Tell you later,

I felt great., Now we were equal.

When I was learning to drive, my father was very -
nervous, Dad was a backseat driver...screech...

turn here...pant pant pant uggghhhh go and get
professional lessons,

He experienced absolute shock when I passed.
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