Arts Access presents VERVE!

Background

In September 1990, Arts Access presented the first Australian
state conference on arts and disability - P-art-ICIPATE ‘90 -
which involved more than 200 participants. Following the
success of this initiative, Arts Access convened the first
national meeting of organisations working in the arts and
disability field which, amongst other outcomes, led to the
formation of the Disability in the Arts, Disadvantage in the Arts
Australia (DADAA) national network.

In partnership with the Australia Council, Arts Access
employed Jane Trengove as the first DADAA national
coordinator and, with colleagues in Queensland, SA and NSW,
has assisted the development of arts and disability
organisations and programs in WA and Tasmania.

Over the past ten years, a number of state organisations have
hosted conferences and festivals about arts and disability. The
DADAA network has met annually. From these events have
emerged great relations, terrific sharing of ideas and
information and a sense of a ‘common agenda’. It was agreed
by the DADAA network members that a national conference
would be timely.

The Board and staff of Arts Access determined that such a

conference would be the most appropriate way in which to

Arts Access presents Vervel during the
Melbourne Festival on October 19-20 at Gasworks Arts Centre
For further information, please call us on 03 9699 8299

celebrate the 25th anniversary of the organisation. This view was
ia, the Australia Council and VicHealth -
which have all provided financial assistance for the event.

Arts Access formed a reference committee of Victorian arts

and disability pracjitioners to develop the content and format

of the program. /It was agreed that the examination and

discussion of critical ideas and issues should be undertaken

alongside the opportunity to see examples of professional and
i practice.

In late 1998 Arts Access published a call for expressions of
interest in VYerve! in The Australian. From the responses and
on advice ¢f the reference committee, Arts Access has created

which represents Australia’s ‘best arts and disability
practice’/ The examples of art work will be supplemented by
focused/ discussion of key issues - the challenges faced,
strategies developed and successes achieved. These
discugsions will be led by some of the most experienced and
expeft workers in the field.

target audience for Verve! comprises artists, arts
organisations, community and disability service providers,
finding bodies and people with a disability. Arts Access
xpects that the audience at Verve! will be challenged,
informed, encouraged, supported and entertained and given
the opportunity to make a valuable contribution through
dlscussmn of thelr own |deas and experlences

Australian Theatre of the Deaf performers

Medina Bucciarelli and ICate Nelson (the shadow}

will be will be performtng at Verve!
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It's a real shame that the newsletter is not on multimedia format
— this one really should be accompanied by bells, whistles and
party hats, to say the least. Finally, we are in our new home and
what a joy it is to have left behind the intrusive noise of constant
traffic and the grime that comes from road construction and
diesel exhaust. It was a delightful surprise when we had cause
to complain of noisy birds!!! We are thrilled with the new
building - and learning to work differently in an office which
seems much larger (although it's just a different layout) and has
improved technology and communication systems.

For the design and construction of the new office we
congratulate and thank architect, Mark Healy and his colleagues
from Six Degrees, and Grant McKenzie and his team from Old
Classic Renovations. They have worked really hard and
delivered truly beautiful, accessible and efficient premises. We
are also grateful to the owners of the property, Chen Woo-Chin
and Chris McEvoy for their support. The financial support and
encouragement of Arts Victoria, especially David Hughes and
Les Mengoni, and the Department of Human Services, in
particular, Beth Roberts, is also acknowledged.

Of course, it is not without some sadness that we leave Sturt St
where Arts Aceess has been a resident for more than 13 years.
We have a great relationship with the staff of Playbox and the
Malthouse and we shall miss them. Qur thanks to Jill Smith and
Sarah Masters for their support and friendship during the
testing time of our relocation.

Despite the fact that it has often seemed that ali of our attention
was directed towards moving, there has been much else
accomplished since our last newsletter. Planning is now
completed for Verve! the national symposium on arts and
disability which Arts Access shall present during the Melbourne
Festival. For more detailed information, a conference program is
available upon contacting Arts Access.

The launch of ArtScreen, the exhibition which resulted from the
collaboration between Arts Access and BreastScreen, was a
great success. Congratulations to Ruth, Jo and Jane Trengove
for a really terrific job.

The relaunch of the EASE Ticket Service comes after much hard
work by Fiona. It's proved quite a challenge which has not been
made any easier by some of the inevitable hiccoughs caused by
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Executive Director Jane Haley

relocation. We do hope that this unique Service, of which Arts
Access has much to be proud, will provide even more valued
support to subscribers.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to Arts
Access’ staff - as you might imagine, moving has been quite
demanding and all have ‘mucked in” with packing, fugging and
generally making sure that all went smoothly under the alert
‘supervision’ of Rachel and Mario. Many thanks also to John
Pidd - our esteemed volunteer who not only helped pack and
carry but also contributed a great laughing energy to the process.

| do hope that you will take the opportunity if you are ever in the
neighbourhood to come and visit the new office - we are so
proud of it and we would love to share it with you.

Every best wish.

JANE HALEY
Executive Director

e

Arts Access
Tuesday 23 November 1999 at 7pm

DADAA National Network Ltd
Friday 22 October 1999 at 4pm
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29 years 0f SUccess

the beginning

in the early ‘70's, Judy Morton, founder of Arts Access, was
working in the welfare sector, concentrating on researching
community service issues. In 1973, a visit from Betsy Hite - arts
management consultant and founding member of Hospital
Audiences Incorporated (HAI) in New York — provided Judy
with the inspiration to shift the research into actioh.\

Judy investigated the feasibility of creating a local arts body,
__like HAI, to organise visiting theatre performances in
hospitals, prisons and disability institutions and to distribute
low cost or free entertainment tickets. Hite's research
identified fertile ground for such a project in Melbourne, with
its established philanthropic sector, a vibrant arts- lndustry

and the emergence of a strong community arts movement.”

In 1973, Judy successfully applied to the Australia Council
with a submission for a six month pilot project. With
additional support from the Myer Foundation and the RE
Ross Trust, Arts Access began as a one-person community
arts project on 1 April 1974, auspiced by and based at the
Victorian Council of Social Service in Collingwood.

off the ground

Judy continued as Executive Officer until 1977, by which time
Arts Access was located at the Victorian Arts Council and had
evolved a service philosophy, mode of artistic practice, and
breadth of programs that distinguish Arts Access from other
organisations of its kind both here and overseas.

Unfortunately, with no continuous source of administrative
funding and despite a public appeal, the programs were
suspended at the end of 1977. However, great ideas refuse to
die and early in 1979 after much voluntary effort from an

MAJOR DATES

1973 o Ms Betsy Hite visits from New York

1974 e Funds approved by Australia Foundation, Myer
Foundation and RE Ross Trust

1 April * Arts Access commenced as pilot project auspiced

1974 by and based at the Victorian Council of Social Service in
Collingwood, Judy Morton as Executive Director

1977 Programs discontinued due to lack of continuous funding

1979 Arts Access formally constituted and programs resumed
1980 First state government grant which has continued since as
regular state funding
Dinny Downie appointed as Executive Director
Landmark Theorem Project at Melbourne Concert Hall
Concentration on youth, in line with International Year
of youth
150th festival of ‘sharing’
Arts Access moves to 109 -11 Sturt St, Southbank offices

enormous support network, Arts Access was formally
constituted and programs resumed with a small grant from the
Schools Commission.

1980 saw a number of breakthroughs. After some intense
lobbying, Judy succeeded in winning a small grant for Arts
Access, which was the starting point for organisational growth
and the ongoing State Government support that Arts Access
receives today. In that same year, Dinny Downie was
appointed Executive Officer and under her direction, Arts
Access progressively garnered new funds, enlisted a strong
support network and initiated a broad program of activity.

A major period of financial and organisational growth into the

~mid 1980s brought a diversification of arts projects and the

cultivation of ‘major long term artistic programs. Advocacy,

" information and resource. programs grew, and the promotion

of the arts through training workshops. began throughout
reglonal Victoria.

1982__ was a major year for Arts Access, in which the
organisation received broad public attention through a
project called Theorem. Chilean artist Aldo Gennarro was
employed to run a series of workshops which covered a
range of' art forms for people with disabilities and
culminated in two sell-out performances at the Melbourne
Concert Hall.\,

a home of our own

In 1985, Arts Access moved into an office in the emerging
arts precinct at Southbank. A succession of innovative
Executive Directors and program staff saw the development
of the major streams of act|V|ty that now constitute the work
of Arts Access.

First artist-in-residence program at Larundel

Psychiatric Hospital

Two training seminars called CreateAbility for staff
working with people with an intellectual disability
Ticket Service re-established as EASE

200 children from all over Melbourne take part in
Bicentennial ‘art party’

Kate Brennan appointed as Executive Director
P-art-ICIPATE 90 conference

Judith Isherwood appointed as Executive Director
Formation of National body called Disability in the Arts,
Disadvantage in the Arts Australia (DADAA)

Arts Access Trust appeal established

Touring exhibition Stormy Weather

April Helen Bowman appointed as Executive Director
Healthy Arts launched — a book which sparked considerable
interest in the cross over between arts and health

Under Kate Brennan (1988 — 91) an enhanced ticket service was
re-introduced in 1987 as EASE - the Entertaimnent Access
Service, and in 1989 the Resource Unit, and the Arts Access
Studio were established. With Judith Isherwood as director
(1991 — 94) the Arts Access Trust was founded (1992) and major
national promotional activities began, including the Healthy Arts
Project, development of the national DADAA Network, and
exploration of new opportunities in the Asia Pacific region
through the China Cultural Exchange Program.

Under the leadership of Helen Bowman (1994-97), the
effectiveness of the core activities was enhanced by new
initiatives, including an expanded training program, a broader
role for EASE within the arts industry, and applications of new
information technologies to open expanded cultural
opportunities for Arts Access.

Arts Access today
Now, under the direction of Jane Haley (since July 1997), Arts

—Access is pursuing a new strategic direction which builds on the

respected-profile and demonstrable outcomes achieved in the
past 25 years. With the support of a committed, expert Board
and the dedicated, highly skilled team-of staff, Arts Access is
developing an enhanced national reputation for its innovations

and achievements. All programs and operations have been

reviewed and revised, with considerable change in some areas.

In 1998, Arts Access assumed responsibility for its own financial

'management and administration {previously provided by

external consultants) and reinstated the position of Public
Relations Manager. These actions resulted in significant
improvements to the organisation’s operations and external
communications. The Arts Access Enterprise Agreement was
negotiated between the Board and staff to ensure equity and

21st anniversary Arts Access

EASE Venue Access program launched

Industry Development Program — included Disability
Awareness Training coinciding with the introduction of the
Federal Disability Discrimination Act

Arts Access Trust established

International Cultural Exchange Project with China
Dream Journeys project - Art Day West

Jane Haley appointed Executive Director

Launch of the Vic Venue Guide

Body Suits national tour launched

Judy Morton retires as president

Maijor program review and development

New Arts Access image introduced

Arts Access moves into new purpose designed premises
in South Melbourne

Arts Access presents Verve! - a national symposium on
arts and disability

clarity in employment terms and conditions. New equipment
and skills have been acquired to enable Arts Access not just to
function at its best, but also to work towards leadership in the
application of digital technologies.

Arts Access is being strongly repositioned within the arts
industry and its profile as a productive, professional agency is
acknowledged in a number of ways. This includes a partnership
with OPENChannel for a unique multimedia project,
collaborations with major companies (such as Handspan and
the MSO0) and commissions for major events (such as the 2000
Paralympic Arts Festival and Melbourne Festival 2001).

Our funding partners have demonstrated the value they accord
to Arts Access through commissions to document ‘best practice’
and to provide training to the arts industry. Partnerships with a
wide range of new professional and community based
organisations have been established and these have resulted in
opportunities for a more diverse range of participants and
audience. Performance agreements with funding bodies have
been restructured to ensure a close fit between Arts Access’ core
business and the expectations of these critical partners.

Most recently Arts Access has moved to purpose designed

-premises which are amodel of accessibility and demonstrate the

organisation’s-position as a professional arts organisation. In
October, Arts Access will present Verve! a national symposium
on arts and disability and, in December, to -celebrate International
Day of People with a Disability, Arts Access will coordinate an
event to acknowledge individual and organisational
contributions to the inclusion of people with a disability in arts
and cultural activity in Victoria.

Arts Access current and ex-staff members outside previous
Sturt St office on the day of departure




left ;
Art Day South participant Lisa Cook in front of the Kingston
Infolink exhibition. Artworks (L-R) by Simon DeSouza, Lisa Cook

and Heather White. Photo: Heather White

right:

artists, participants and supporters gathered at the Queen
Victoria Women's Centre at the launch of the ArtScreen
exhibition

far right:
Aris Access’ web designer Ana Tuckerman

Arts Focus

Art Day Display

Art Day South presented displayed an exhibition of works on
paper at the Kingston Infolink Centre, Dingley branch, from
Wednesday 18th August to Friday 4th September. Entitled
Windows 99, the exhibition was displayed on the inside of the
Centre windows with the images facing out to passers by. As

g _ well as showcasing the artistic abilities of Art Day participants,

“this. exhibition helped to raise the awareness of the Art Day
program-and Arts Access in the local community. Thank you to
Art Day South participants and staff and to Kirsten Mitchell and
City of Kingston for making thls wonderful exhibition possible,

Artscreen Exhlbmon
The flavour of excitement at the launch of the ArtScreen the

exhibition of works created through the Arts Access
collaboration with BreastScreen - was that of a person looking for

anisland who discovers a mainland. It was not difficult to identify
the project participants among the crowd, by the unmistakable
chuffed glow on their faces. Some contained it quietly and
secretly. Others laughed out loud, waved their hands in the air,
hugged and giggled. Perhaps none of them had expected to
become exhibiting artists when first embarking on the project.

The AntScreen exhibition was launched by Robert Doyle,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health and Aged
Care, at the Queen Victoria Women’s Centre on Thursday 2nd
September to a crowd of over 100 people. Heart-felt speeches
were made by Cath Butler, Bendigo information worker; visual
artist Gali Weis; and Angela Fong from the Box Hill group. Both
the Spanish and Chinese speaking women had their own
interpreters translating the spoken part of the launch, which
added an extra dimension for the whole crowd who could
enjoy strong feelings of unity and inclusion.

ArtScreen began early this year as a 15 week artistic project
involving four groups of women over 50 aimed at generating
positive attitudes on women'’s health and raising awareness of
the services of BreastScreen. Since its inception, the project
has evolved to accommodate a large degree of interest and
support from the community, largely due to the highly original
artworks produced.

With each stage, future possibilities of the project expand. The
next stage will most likely be the commissioning of new artworks
by the professional artists who worked on the project.

What’s On

Mental

Back to Back Theatre presents Mental - three new stories of
contemporary citizens dealing with the emotional and
social repercussions of a society surfing the tsunami of a
technological revolution. Mental is an analysis of
intelligence from a company driven by a permanent
ensemble of actors who are recognized as having an
intellectual disability. The project acknowledges the
individuals in the ensemble as ‘original thinkers’ who
function not in isolation but as unique and valuable
contributors to the broader cultural and political debate.

2 -12 December, Athaneum Theatre, bookings 5221 2029.

Riddle — a contemplation upon self identity

DVA Theatre Company is a large group comprising
performers and theatre makers both with and without
disabilities. With a focus on dance, storytelling and shadow
puppetry, this -group will take audiences on a journey
through the imagination addressing the riddle of life - What
am [? Coming in early Dec'é'mbe_[.___ For more information,
contact Katrine Gabb (Director) 9482 7252

Tower of Light

In their most ambitious project to date, Melbourne Workers
Theatre presents an electrifying mix of performers,
community groups, live music, visual media and large
scale design in Tower of Light - an exploration of the
worldwide explosion of gambling culture. Featuring
performances by Recharge Theatre, Action Youth Theatre,
Big Issue Street vendors and the Vietnamese Youth Media.
17 - 21 and 25 - 29 October, Melbourne Showgrounds, 8pm.
Bookings MWT 9326 6738 or Ticketmaster 136 166

Professional Development

Arts Access recently conducted an analysis of the industry
training and professional development needs of a large
number of organisations and companies working in the
industry sectors of arts and community services including
the Victorian Arts Centre, Melbourne Workers Theatre,
Geelong Performing Arts Centre and VAPAC, Wimmera
Community Care, East Gippsland Access Group,
Broadmeadows ATSS and many more.

This process hés been a wonderful opportunity to consult
directly with these sectors and receive feedback, ideas,
contributions é-.nd suggestions for future training
programs. As é-.. result, Arts Access has incorporated
some new and | exciting professional development
initiatives and developed a flexible and responsive
program that reflec{s the needs of our training clients.

This is the first time that Arts Access has conducted a
formal training and' professional development needs
analysis and the respdnse was excellent. Many thanks to
those organisations and companies for their input. The
success of this process W|II lead to further needs analysis
being conducted in the' future, and a training reference
group comprising repres‘entatives from the two industry
sectors established.

A calendar of Arts Acce”es training and professional
development programs for| 2000 will be available from
November. If you wish to be a part of a future training /
professional development :E_ujnalysis or would Iike_to
acquire a calendar, please ca'i,_l Jedda Bellerjee, Training
and Professional Development Manager on 03 9699 8299.

Arts Access in tﬁ'-e digital age

~—_ Arts Access has been featured in a new publication by

Arts-Victoria entitled Digital Imaglnatlon - a document
focusing on-the use of digital medle within the Victorian
arts sector. Lesley-Alway, Director of Arts Victoria says on
the introductory page;""“Th_e___publicé__tion is one way in
which we can learn from and gain insight into how a
number of arts organisations and ar't'F__sts...a_l_fe leading by
example in using digital technologies to present their art
to the community.” .
Chunky Move, Melbourne Festival, Victarian Association
of Performing Arts Centres and Footscray Community
Arts Centre. \

The feature on Arts Access makes reference"'-f_to the marked
difference technologies make to the lives of people with
disabilities and the greater level of independence
achieved through use of online applications. Jane Haley,
Executive Director, is confident that digital medla has the
capacity to greatly enhance the participation ,__of people
with disabilities in arts practice in a way that takes account
of their needs and aspirations. “It offers the potentlal of
equal access.” -

Arts Access appears along "'With...______

Arts Access website

The Arts Access website is currently being redesigned and
updated. Swinburne student Ana Tuckerman, who is
studying an advanced diploma in electronic design and
interactive media, is working on the site in consultation
with Caroline Cowley, PR Manager. The website aims to be
fully accessible, featuring a number of viewing options as
well as audio capabilities and is designed to be a quick and
easy way of acquiring information about and
communicating with Arts Access. Look out for an official
site launch sometime in November.

Arts Access staff

Executive Director
Administrator

Training and Professional
Development Manager

Jane Haley
Mario Agostinoni
Jedda Bellerjee

Jo Cohen Art Day Coordinator
Caroline Cowley PR Manager

Sharyn Dawson Administrative Assistant
Rachel Devine Office Manager

Fiona Hanrahan EASE Manager

Anne Riggs Saturday Morning Art Class
Coordinator

Ruth Whittingham Artistic Program Manager
Casual

Penelope Stewart EASE Ticket Service
Regular Volunteer

Ana Tuckerman Web Designer

John Pidd EASE Ticket Service

Sunday 10 October 1999 2.30 - 5.00pm
North Melbourne Town Hall

Cnr Eroll and Queensbury Streets

$5 / $4 concession

for further enquiries call 03 / 5222 6522
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to Royal Exhibition Building

ggy ' Melbourne Victoria
e

Find the support and information you need to make life easier. At Access Expo 99 you will find the
expertise, the information and variety of equipment that can assist you in living independently with a

ACCESS
1XP0 99

disability.
Displays will be complemented by daily demonstrations of leisure activities and you can access a Disability &
wealth of information through the informative seminar program. g ged Care
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW! Contact ParaQuad Victoria for more details. Solutions
Professional Development Visitor Workshops
Seminars & Lectures
Sexuality: A Human Right for All Consenting Adults Funding & Programs - Dept Human Services/Centrelink
A Question of Access Funding & Programs - Dept of Veterans Affairs
The Future of Community Care SexAbility
Community Access & Inclusion for Children of all Abilities Sport & Recreation for alf Abilities

Access Expo 99 is a service of ParaQuad Victoria, PO Box 1189, Collingwood VIC 3066, Ph: (03) 9415 1200, Fax: (03) 9415 1222

Email: access.expo@paraquad.asn.au, Home Page: www.paraquad.asn.au/expolexpo.htmi




