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DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

D
uring the past year Arts Project Australia has continued to provide an innovative model of 
quality service provision in the visual arts for people with an intellectual disability. Our 

commitment to creating opportunities for people with intellectual disabilities to have their 
talents developed and recognised by the wider community has once again led to some significant 
achievements. 

Perhaps the most important of these has been the new Supported Employment Program which 
commenced in February, 1993. Funded by the Commonwealth Department of Health, Housing and 
Human Services, this program has enabled six artists who have established histories of selling and 
exhibiting their work to receive support to pursue careers as practising professional artists. One of 
the first major events in which these artists participated was the International Works on Paper Fair 
1993, held at the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney. Within this context the six artists were able to have 

their work seen alongside that of artists represented by major galleries from Australia and overseas. 
The works by the artists from Arts Project Australia drew many positive comments from people who 
responded to the freshness and originality of the images on display. This event was also highly 
successful in terms of having the work accepted on its own merits, and in integrating the artists into 
the wider art community. 

The participation of a number of artists in mainstream art competitions and events has also provided a 
number of major highlights. Alan Constable won second prize in the VTU (Victorian Teachers' 
Union) Art Awards and was also invited to exhibit in the 1993 Diamond Valley Art Award, while 
Valerio Ciccone, Dorothy Berry and Julian Martin were all successful entrants in the City of 
Richmond Acquisitive Art Award. Julian Martin was selected out of a field of almost eight hundred 
entries Australia-wide to become one of twenty two finalists in the 1994 Moet & Chandon Touring 
Exhibition. This exhibition was judged in Sydney and will go on to tour all states of Australia, 
starting in Perth at the Art Gallery of Western Australia and finishing in Melbourne in December 
1994 at the National Gallery of Victoria. All of these achievements are significant in that the artists 
have gained their success without reference to their disabilities, but simply on the quality of their 
work. This success represents the embodiment of one of the fundamental principles, not only of the 
Supported Employment Program, but of the organisation itself, in its belief in the talents of the artists 
and the integrity of their work. 

Without the long term development and support provided by the Arts Project Australia studio 
workshop, and the recognition that genuine artistic growth requires a sustained and serious approach 
these achievements would not have been possible. The studio workshop program whilst appreciating 
that people may become involved in art for a number of reasons, perhaps as a vocational, educational 
or recreational pursuit, nevertheless strives to ensure that people's participation is a meaningful and 
productive one for them, where their interest and involvement are paramount and art is not seen 
simply as a time-filling activity but an authentic personal expression. I would like to thank all the 
artsworkers for their valuable contributions to the program. 
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This year we have again been able to fulfil another goal in broadening the range of expressive 
opportunities open to participants, by providing studio-based ceramics and printmaking programs. 
Both of these programs have been extremely popular and we hope that they will expand to meet 

continuing demand. 

Productive partnerships with RMIT's School of Art and Design and the Australian Print Workshop 
have continued to provide opportunities for access to mainstream art facilities and integrating artists 
with intellectual disabilities into other community programs, and we are grateful to them for their 
continuing involvement and support. 

AB the nature of our activities becomes more widely known, we are now faced with being unable to 
meet the growing number of requests from students at Universities and TAFE Colleges for placement 
at Arts Project Australia as part of their coursework. It has also become increasingly difficult, due to 

limited administrative resources to respond to requests from other agencies for advice on setting up 
similar programs. These two areas of demand indicate the growing level of interest in, and 
recognition of, the value of art as an area of endeavour for people with disabilities. In 1994 we will 
be seeking to identify ways in which our role as a training and resource provider can be enhanced and 
more formally recognised. 

The relocation of the office has made a tremendous difference to the working environment, and in 
August we were also delighted to welcome Judy Anderson to the position of Administrative Assistant. 
We also welcomed Katey McRae and Carmella Grynberg who are running the ceramics and 

printmaking programs, and were pleased to have Maxine Ryder return after her sojourn in India. We 
were, however, extremely sorry to lose Dora Zable, Lyn Quintal and Lindy Judge from our team of 
artsworkers. Dora worked for us for five years and has left to become a full-time mother, whilst Lyn 
and Lindy have both left to take up residence in overseas locations. We wish them all the very best 
for the future. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our Management, Finance and 
Exhibitions Committees for their support and work they have done during the year. 

The dedication to quality which is shared by all who are associated with Arts Project Australia is 
reflected in the success of our programs and the organisation's reputation for excellence. Our 
continuing commitment to creating genuine and long term opportunities for involvement in the visual 
arts by people with an intellectual disability has led to some outstanding achievements in 1993 and we 

look forward to another successful year in 1994. 

Cheryl Daye, Director 

7 



EXHIBITIONS REPORT 

T
he exhibitions component of Arts Project Australia's activities has continued to develop, and 

we now have an exhibitions policy document which was formulated by the Exhibitions 
Committee under the chairmanship of Chris McAuliffe. This policy document 

comprehensively outlines priorities for our exhibitions program and provides a framework for defining 

the respective roles of our two galleries, as well as describing general operational procedures. There 

has been a significant increase in the amount of work necessary in keeping two galleries functioning 

with regular changing exhibitions without permanent staff assigned specifically to this task; the 
development of the policy document represents the first stage in us seeking more substantial support 
for this vital area of our operations. 

The 1993 exhibitions program has already reflected many aspects of the policy document. In 

February artists from Arts Project Australia participated in the Northcote Contemporary Art Show, 
and our own gallery became the venue for local, as well as other Arts Project Australia, artists to 

exhibit as part of this event. 

In March, the Arts Project Australia Gallery staged a successful exhibition as part of Down Syndrome 
Awareness Week. This show was the result of a collaboration between Arts Project Australia and the 

Down Syndrome Association of Victoria, and we are planning to develop this partnership further in 
1994. We were also pleased to be able to provide a venue for exhibitions of work from Preston 
Special Developmental School and Coburg Adult Training Support Service. Both of these 

exhibitions were well attended and provided a focus for programs operating in these centres. 

Notable exhibitions of work by Arts Project Australia artists held at external venues included a show 
of prints curated by Ian McIntosh, at the Australian Print Workshop's Access Studio,. and a show held 

in conjunction with the Australian Association of Special Education National Conference at the 

University of Melbourne. Art in public places has also played a significant role in developing 

audiences for the work and in 1993 two highly successful exhibitions were held at the Attic Bar in 
Fitzroy and at Provisions Cafe in Williamstown. Both of these were extremely well received, and the 
owner of the Attic was so impressed he bought the entire exhibition for permanent display. Works 

from Arts Project Australia were also shown at the Centre d'art Differencie in Belgium, and we are 

looking forward to holding a reciprocal exhibition of works from CREAHM in 1994 as part of our 

20th Aniversary celebrations. 
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Above: Mark Chapman hanging works at the International Works on Paper Fair, 1993 
in Sydney 

Above: Valerio Ciccone at work in the studio 
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