





INTRODUCTION

The idea for the Australian Deaf Players’ Guide comes from America’s National Theatre of
the Deaf, which has published such a guide every year since 1979. We felt the time right to
publicise the fact that there are qualified deaf actors within Australia’s theatre community who
have contributed immensely to theatrical growth. Not all of these actors have professional
experience — but all of them do have the training and talent to merit attention from theatre,
television, and film producers who may find themselves with a deaf role to cast.

At the present time, only the Theatre of the Deaf is a fully professional company. The New
South Wales Theatre of the Deaf, Victoria Theatre of the Deaf and South Australia Theatre of
the Deaf are all either non or semi professional. Through this guide we hope to locate other

gug!iﬁetd and talented performers and to foster the professional growth of sign language artists
in Australia.

_Through past experience, we have come to the belief that to give a deaf character power
and integrity, it is best to use a deaf actor. Who but the deaf could best portray realistically the
emotions and reactions of a character without sound — and give the life and meaning to the
sign language that such emotions would require? And who but the deaf have had that real life
experience of trying to communicate through any and all visual means, thus enabling them to
bring to any production new ideas and a unique approach in a variety of roles.

Communication on the set might be a worry to producers, directors, and actors — but
never a problem once work is underway. Rehearsals can be handled simply through the use of
an interpreter, and cues need to be made visual but otherwise deaf performers work in the same
way as any other actors.

For years, deaf characters have been played by hearing actors, who can never have a full
understanding of deafness. Now, we have deaf actors with skill, training, and expertise
available. These actors, fully dedicated to theatrical work, should now be given the opportunity
to portray themselves.

In the guide, each of the actors has a photo, a brief biography and address. If you have
problems in contacting an actor at the address given, enquiries can be made through the
Theatre of the Deaf, 153 Dowling Street, Potts Point, NSW 2011,

The phone number is (02) 357 1200.

Colin J. Allen.
Editor.

Special thanks to Carol-lee Aquiline for her assistance in editing this guide.
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