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Access Arts Incorporated ... 
L..,1Jts lO Jhe f7itw ,nwfJSMJI J,y the CCDU in JJte ~88 - '89 public.ation of lhlir handbook• Adivinesr 

. , ..fJl!llK,fl -r·• , 11 
PrOCl.durtJ and Progrlbmlll:I of Jw,slanu • 

ART IS ... 
A WAY OF COMMUNICATING to others our values, dreams and visions. It can offer 

insights that change our view of reality. It can let us deal with difficult questions in an 
accessible insightful way (and) this can often play an important part in the development 
of society as it adapts to the changes within and around it. Because of this we believe that 
these activities are essential to the well bein,g of every community. 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
• AAI was specifically formed lo provide an opportunity for disabled people to have access to and to 

parlidpale in the creative arts. 
• The assodation aims lo fosters the innate creativity that it believes all people possess through arts 

acUvJ ties and events which will fully involve the disabled community and integrate where possible with 
existing community arts activities and the broader community. 

• AAl spends considerable effort researching existing facilities and venues where arts activities are 
conducted to determJne where accessibility could be improved for the disabled people of the Brisbane 
community. 

• Access Arts embra.ces the notion of active advocacy on behalf of and by people with disabilities. 
• AAl 1s comm1Ued to developing the awareness of the broader community as to the abilities of people 

with disabilities, and holds the complete integration of people with disabilities into the broader 
community as the ideal. AIJ policies and programmes are developed and implemented with optimum 
integration and normalisation as primary objectives. 
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Procedures and Programmes of Assistance • 

ART IS ... 
A WAY OF COMMUNICATING to others our values, dreams and visions. It can offi 

insights that change our view of ~ality. It can let us _deal with diffi~t questions in : 
accessible insightful w~y (and) this ~ otten play an ~portant part m _the development 
of society as it adapts to the changes within and around 1t. Because of this we believe that 
these activities are essen~ to the well being of every community. 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
• AAJ. was specifically formed to provide an opportunity for disabled people to have access to and to 

participate in the creative arts. 
• The association aims to fosters the innate creativity that it believes all people possess through ans 

activities and events which will fully involve the disabled community and integrate where possibJewith 
existing community arts activities and the broader community. 

• AAI spends considerable effort researching existing facilities and venues where arts activities are 
conducted to determine where accessibility could be improved for the disabled people of the Brisbane 
community. 

• Access Arts embraces the notion of active advocacy on behalf of and by people with disabilities. 
• AAI is committed to developing the awareness of the broader community as to the abilities of }X'Ople 

with disabilities, and holds the complete integration of people with disabilities into the bro.1dcr 
community as the ideal. All policies and programmes are developed and implemented with optimum 
integration and normalisation as primary objectives. 



THIS YEAR has seen much consolidation for 
Access Arts Incorporated. 

Regrettably, the elected President was unable to 
carry on, so part way through the year I assumed 
that responsibility. Apart from that change, life 
for the executive has been fairly consistent and 
settled. This has enabled the solution and dealing 
with almost all potential problems before any 
negative effect could come to fruition. 

The staff of Access Arts, often pressed into new 
or unfamiliar areas, have made sterling efforts 
and achieved much for the society. Initiatives, 
ideas and planning have been flowing and have 
lifted our horizons considerable. Working way 
beyond any set working hours, our Administra-
tor, Project Officer and Office Assistant have en-
sured the success of many of our functions; their 
contribution has been much more than many have 
realized. 

The enthusiasm of tutorial and workshop staff is 
very much admired. Great talent teamed with en-
couragement has made for consistently good 
quality learning and self awareness experiences 
for participants. Alas! the competition from Expo 
'88, like its effect on just about every community 
programme, also took its toll of the main Saturday 
workshops staged through the year. Reduced 
funding for 1989 is going to make us re-plan these 
workshops for best utilization of resources and 
greatest community impact. 

Programmes in institutions and packages pre-
sented as community activity have seen growth in 
the past year. This area is being promoted as an 
opportunity to better meet the needs of a greater 
number of people who live with disabilities, and a 
way forward to improved community involve-
ment. 

Highlights of this past year have included the 
staging of the presentation "Acting Up". Written 
by Donald Hall, this presentation combined the 
talents of the disabled/ disadvantaged people who 
form our Theatre Troupe, with able bodied actors. 
"Acting Up" was staged in a recognized city venue, 
The Edward Street Theatre, a further step towards 
community inte_gration. The production was an 
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Iuitiatives, ideas and planning 
1tave been fl.owing and liave 

lifted 011r 1iorizons 

incredibly dedicated effort on behalf of actors, 
backstage hands and the director - all suitably 
rewarded with an excellent theatre review in the 
daily Brisbane press. This activity has built on the 
experience of a number of years and is something 
Access Arts members can claim as unique. 

Another highlight was the exlubition of works 
by disabled artists presented in the main foyer of 
the Brisbane City Hall. This exhibition saw a 
magnificent opening night and enjoyed a high 
visibility during the following week. The works 
were completed by three disabled artists who had 
advanced tutorials in their medium. 

The presentation by Jupiters Trust of a bus has 
helped cut the costs of mobility but not always 
meant the automatic provision of a driver! The bus 
then has not been as much utilized as we would 
have preferred, but at the same time has been an 
invaluable asset. 

We look fonvard to greater community involve-
ment for our members in the coming years, and as 
always we keep in sight the individual satisfaction 
of each participant. The past year, 1988, has been 
a tremendous foundation laying year for all this to 
happen. 

Thank you for your participation and your sup-
port - it is more than appreciated. 

Fr. Trwor Bulled O.G.S, Presiden t 



EXECUTIVE 
OFFICERS REPORT 
1988 

THIS YEAR OF CELEBRATION has been one 
during which Australians have reflected on our 
social and cultural beginnings, looking for the les-
sons which can guide us into the future. Access 
Arts Incorporated has experienced a similar proc-
ess. We have reviewed our history, and with the 
benefit of a certain maturity we have taken on the 
task of planning for the next five years. Our five 
year plan should be complete early in 1989, and 
will serve to define goals and indicate strategies 
which we will employ in meeting the needs of our 
membership and of the community at large. 

We have also had the benefit this year of consid-
erable support and guidance from our major fund-
ing bodies - notably the Department of Commu-
nity Services and Health, the Community Cul-
tural Development Unit of the Australia Council 
and the Arts Division of the Premier's Depart-
ment. 

Our five year plnu sltould be 
complete early in 1989, n11d will 
serve to defiue goals and indi-
cate strategies wlticlz we will 

employ ill 111eeti11g N,e needs of 
0111· 111e111vcrsl,ip a11d of the co111-

1111111ity at large. 

The nett result of this attention is a more . 
ticated understanding of our role in the a.r:~his-
Arts and community development. This ino ~ 
has encouraged an improved awareness f I.he 
structural and programming growth n ° 
for our organisation to fulfil its' irnpor~ 
tion of facilitating access to and generatingopunc: 

• • • all f £ h por turuties m orms o t e arts for people •fh 
disabilities and disadvantages. WI 

1988 has seen the consolidation of our inho 
workshop programme which has a new and ,,:e 
comfortable home in the First Year and Musl 
Centre at Brisbane State High School in Sou~ 
Brisbane. We have suffered in terms of attendance 
at the hands of Expo '88, but the quality of work 
which has come out of these workshops has been 
very impressive. 

Field workshops have taken place all over Bris-
bane, and have provided an opportunity for many 
people to enjoy creative involvement. 

In September we ran our first training workshop 
for_art~ts an~ institutional workers. Richard Benge, 
artist m residence from Larundel Hospital in 
Melbourne, led what was a very instructive and 
inspirational weekend focusing on alternative 
models for , ... ,or king with people with special needs 
and on working in institutions. 

Advocacy has been an area of increasing impor· 
lance lo the work of Acces Arts. We have met 
with representatives of a number of arts organi • 
lions and discus ed ways in which our member 
might be integrated into U1 ir acliviti We have 
had quit po ilive re pon from most, and we 
look forward lo seeing the results of thi hJJ on 
work in '89. The other a p ct of advocacy which 
has considerable bearing on int •gration is the 
issue of phy ical acces ibilily Thi is an ongo111g 
task, and hange i Jow T date we have c1 t l .,st 
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placed this issue on the agenda for many arts 
organisations. 

1968 has been a year of making plans and laying 
foundations on which to build the future. Our 
contacts with the community have extended in 
many new directions. We have made seemingly 
endless submissions for a bagful of exciting pro-
grammes and projects, and have enjoyed consid-
erable success in this. The fruits of 1988's labour 
should be plentiful far into Access Arts Inc's fu-
ture. 

This year has seen an increasing number of very 
capable and talented artists running our pro-
grammes. We take this opportunity to thank them 
for their hard work and look forward to working 
with them next year. Staff changes have also oc-
curred in the office. Thanks to the Department of 
Community Services and Health we now have a 
full time secretarial assistant-Erin Lawton -whose 
presence has meant that things now run more 
efficiently in the office. We are very pleased to 
have Erin on staff. A special thanks also to those 
who volunteered their services during the year. 
Your help was greatly appreciated. 

On behalf of the Staff our thanks to the 1988 

......... - 'L, - . . - ...... ............._ 

A special t1tauks also to tliose 
wlio volunteered t11eir services 
during tl,e year. Your Tlelp was 

greatly appreciated. 

Management Committee of Access Arts. \Ve wish 
all members a happy and prosperous 1989 and 
look forward to the coming year with excitement 
and anticipation. 

Karen 11wrec1it 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Olwytt Reds1iaw 
PROJECT OffiCER 



Treasztrer's ReJJort 1988 

Access Arts completed a satisfactory year, achiev-
ing an overall surplus of $22,285. This result is 
unusually high because a grant of $26,102 was 
received from Jupiters Casino Trust to enable the 
association to purchase a mini-bus. A deficit from 
operations of $866 was incurred compared to a 
$2,908 deficit in 1987. 

An ever-present problem of the association is 
meeting lhe costs of administration that are asso-
cia led 1.-;i t:h the running of the various programmes. 
Extra efforts were made by Lhe Committee to 
cover cos ls through various fund-raising activi-
ties. These efforts, together with constant budget 
comparisons, resulted in the containment of ex-
penditure. 

Increased funding was received from the Aus-
tralia Council during the year - over $4,000 was 
received for familiarisation and training, and $2,500 
was received for the play. Expenditure i terns were 
consistent ,vith the previous year. There was a 
greater concentration in 1988 on field workshops 
compared to in-house workshops. A lesser de-
mand for in-house workshops resulted in a cur-
tailinent of certain programmes. 

Advance funding has been received for a num-
ber of specific programmes in 1989. These monies 
are currently held on deposit. 

With continued emphasis on cost control and 
fund-raising, Access Arts will achieve a satisfac-
tory result in 1989. 

J.E.R Pitts 
II ONO RARY TREASURER 

9 Jn1111nn; 1989 

,----------~ 



ACTING VP 
REPORT OV 'ACTI\G LIP' BY 
JE~ iVY BluiDY (N/Ei\IBER OF 
1\CCESS ,4RTS INC. & CAST 
~1El1BER) 

Thanks to fun.din iro...rn the Peri rwln~ :.\rts 
Boord f the Australia C uncil , a r. n-n.:;_f theatre 
experience was ach.ie,.-ed tn the Play. ''Acti g Up'· 
written by Donald Hail for the able-disa'blro 
members f Access Arts In 

Over the last fiv•e years, the theatre group has 
gone through various stages of development fi -
nally re.:?ching a point where we now .... rk \..,;.th 
known and respected theatre directors and good 
amateur and profession.al actors. Integration is a 
n ust as this gives the Play the physical pace it 
requires and stretches the talents and abilities of 
the disabled, thus ensuring a good commercial 
production and sending the public home a little 
more aware about the abilities of the disabled. 

Because Playwrights do not (even at this 'so-
cially aware' pointintime)writepartsfordisabled 
characters, it will no doubt take some years for 
professional mainstream theatres to accept people 
with disabilities in substantial roles. This is a 
rationale forplays to be especially written to cater 
for particular needs and to allow for expression of 
various talents. Here too, integration of able and 
disabled actors generates a balanced perform-
ance 

"Acting Up" encompassed all these points and it 
was a thrilling and e.xhilarating experience shared 
by all, \vith both groups better skilled and wiser as 
to the needs of one another. 

The funding from the Australia Council allov,·ed 
a dedicated group of able-disabled actors the 
opportunity of ''a real life" theatre production. 

Jewry Bmdy 



ARTISTS NOTES 
(EXCERPTS FROM ARTISTS' 
REPORTS) 

CO RIND A RESIDENTIAL CREATIVE 
WRJTING WORKSHOP 

"We L,cg n with simple rhyml's on our na.mcs, moved to 
trncturcd collective stories (wTitll!n a sentence ot o time 

l,cforc being passed on to another class member), longer 
collccth•c stories, ond flnbhcd with o 90 llnc ball.ad("Thc 
&Jlad of SlmonH) 

.. .In this woy the olms of having every student write a 
poem nnd a short story by Ille end or the course was 
achieved." 

ROSS CLARK 

MONTROSE SPECIAL SO-I0OL Plll'PET 
PROJECT 

11,e coopcroUon and enthusiasm of the teaching and 
therapy staff at the school was Integral to the succe,s of the 
project. They occommodatedourldcasinto their programme 
and allowt?d us to lransfonn tllelr clDssroom, they helped 
rehearse the children and finished the set during the last 
week of school. 

TilC parents ond children enjoyed Ille final performance 
Immensely and the staff have planned a programme in '89 
that uses our project aso model ... nsit enabled o whole new 
sequence of event! and Interactions to occur." 

ELLEN APPLEBY 

VISUAL ARTS WORKSHOPS AT BALD 
HILLS HOSPITAL 

'1 (eel sure each participant from the hospital loved thcir 
Saturday workshop and really, they produced &Orne excel-
lent work, although they were most reluctant to part with 
any of it for the final Art Exhibition. I nearly had a fight on 
my hands with one person who uttered a 'dreadful sting of 
oaths' witll o tug of war as weU when I tried lo get some of 
his work. He won!" 

MARGARETWAITIE 

POITERY WORKSHOPS AT WOLSTON 
PARK HOSPITAL 
''11lC aim of these workshops was lo Involve the patients 

In mok ng sometlllng lo decorate Ille garden area. I found 
Mask making to be very success! ul and we also made tiles 
that were decorated with slips and textures. They came out 

vcry wt'II, showing n divert;(? range of expr~ ve { 
Plontt'rs, o birdbath and variou.sanl1MJs Look sha hr ling 
the 8 sessions." pet ou~ 

YVONNE BOUWMAN 

DRAMA AND MUSIC PROGRAMME AT 
BASIL STAFFORD TRAINING CENTRE 

"To try to stimulate an awareness of envlrorurcnt to 
sound we used a pru-achute. Playing ambient music as 
background we would sway the parachute above the heads 
of the clients. Being inside the bubble of the Ooating para-
chute overwhelmed the senses. This was alway, a crowd 
pleaser, witll some clients gcntfy touching the wall lining 
and otllers flat on tllcir backs enjoying the pe.aceful atmos-
phere." 

EUGENE CARCJ-IESI0 

INHOUSE WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 
TERM 1 AT QJ.T 

"The first gathering atQIT was the most stimulating, with 
its initial warm-up and thcndlspersal to the various groups. 
This format pro,noted a warmtll and time of sharing all 
enjoyed.» -

MARGARET WAITIE 

INHOUSE WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 
TERMS 3 & 4 AT BRISBANE STA TE ffiGH 
SCHOOL 

"This term I introduced Batik lo the class. We had varying 
numbers and due to a general Interest in Batik we let every 
client participate In the visual arts workshops. The enthusi-
asm was wonderful and even our visually impaired mem-
bers discovered the joys of wax and dye techniques. 

- .As Ille workshops progressed Di Craig and I realised 
that we would be able to Integrate all the intc!Jectually 
dls.1bled clients le. both visual arts and dance groups, so in 
session 4 to 6 we made card and paper masks which we lat.er 
used In drama warm-ups, an activity we all partidpatoo In. 
Jt was a real surprise lo us to see John, a more mature 
member of our visual arts group who had reluctantly joined 
into the movement work suddenly become entlluslastk and 
give us a wondcrf ul character BEHIND THE MASK He was 
obviously delighted that everyone loved his performancr 



d Sa much more communicative and involved mcm-an wa . 
t,cr of the! group from that point on .. " 

Rh nda Davidson (music tutor)" invited part of the Fiesta 
T ~calC! band to come and play with us. It was suggested U:t •(!all participate in the! music for this one week, which 

~~d although some of the deaf cliC!nts were a little 
we ' d · 1 • d fused about it! The ban were mam y percussion an 
ron • • l la al d ms and we all had percussion instruments op y ong 
,,:th the music. It was wonder( ul lo sec t_hc d~f folk playi_ng 
I ng and realizing that they were playing Wllh the mus,c-

:h~ visual hand movement and the floor vibrations would 
cue them to keep in time ... lhcy all went home beaming." 

ELLEN APPLEBY 

•m1crc 1s) a need for a flexible multi-arts programme that 
extends individuals into untried artistic domains (be it Blind 
&Ilk or Bush Dancing) 

_ TI1crc also Sl'Cmcd to be emerging a group of physically 
and ,sually disabled people with music skills who desired 
some level of ensemble work. Having funds and flexibility 
10 pursue une>.-pccted projects such as this ensemble would 
be an exciting step for Access Arts Inc ..... " 

DI CRAIG 

l.IT.!.S.1S 
CATHY BREENE, DANAE SWEET APPLE, LIZA HOL-

M A , MARGARET WA1TIE, DELWYN CAMERON, 
EVIE TSIGOUNIS, ROBERT WHYfE, RHONDA DAV-
IDSON, DI CRAIG, ELLEN APPLEBY, THERESE COL-
LIE, EUGENE CARCHESIO, MICHAEL WHELAN, 

IICHAEL ROPER, YVONNE BOUWMAN, REBECCA 
LI TER, ROB MORRIS, RICHARD BENGE 

PROGRAMME DETAILS 
MS SOClf.TY - Workshop programmes in 

Drama, Crc.,Uvc Writing ilnd Danc.c 
ASTHMA FOUNDATION · Dlspl.iy workshops in Dance 

and Dr.:un.i for children 

LlIT.RACYCONFERENCE-Displayworlc.shopsinDram.r 
ROCKLEA ATC& SEVENOAKS -Rcsidl!ntscametogethcr 

at the Neighbourhood Centre for a Crea live Writing Pro-
gr.immc 

TUFFNEU CHILDREN'S HOME - Workshops in Visual 
Arts and Drama 

BRACKENRIDGE NEJGHB0URHOOD CENTRE - Visual 
arts workshops were hcld on 5.1turdays for both rcsid<!nl5 of 
&Id Hills Hospital ilnd the local rommunity 

CARINDALE NURSING HOME - Was the site of an 
Ad vanccd Painting Programme which culminated in a very 
successful exhibition In the foyer of the Brisbane Gty Hall in 
October 1988 

SPINA BIFIDA ASS0OATI0N OF QLD -Holiday Camp 
Music workshops 

HAROLD CRAWFORD HOUSE - Residence attached to 
the Queensland Spastic Welfare League's school at New-
farm ran very successful programmes for the children in 
Music and Screen Printing 

DAW - Display workshop at King Grorgt Squart . BannC'I' 
Making with some children from Dulton Park Special SchooL 

CARINA LIBRARY -Display workshop with people from 
Tingalpa ATC (Visual Arts) 

BASIL STAFFORD TRAINING CENTRE - hosted a 17 
week Drama and Music Programme 

ACTING UP -1988's Play by the AAJ Theatre Croup. This 
was performed at lhe Metro Arts Theatre Sept 15 - 24 and 
was a great success. 

WINSTON NOBLE UNIT OF THE PRINCE CHARLES 
HOSPITAL- Cre.illvc Writing workshop programme. 

MONTROSE SPECIAL SCHOOL - performance project 
incorporating Visual Arts, Music and Drama in a produc-
tion of 'Where the Wild Things Arc'. 

WOLSTON PARK HOSPITAL • Pottery and ceramics 
workshops thccxccllent work from which was incorporatC'd 
in a sculpture garden at the Hospital. 

XAVIER CH/LORENS HOME · Music workshops lct1d10g 
up lo a Ouistmas performance 

MAMRE - Holiday Programme - Music Programme 
CYSS - Crea live Writing workshop programmes 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMC:NT TRAfNINC WORK 

SHOP . For artists and institutional worker held over a 
weekend in September 1988. 

'IN HOUSE ' WORKSHOP PROGRAMME Held on Satur-
day afternoons at Queensland Institute of Technology 1n 

Term 1, the Church of the Holy Trinity, Woolloongabba 
Term 2 and thereafter at Brisbane Stale 1-hgh Scho0l TIil' 
workshops have included progrommcs in Mu ic, Drilm", 
Visual Arts, Dance and Crcaltve Wnting 
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AND THE FUTUll ? 
·~early December AAJ held a Search S~ar 

hich included staff, committee and vanous 
w b f the broader community who would 
mcm erso b' ti f oUeravaluableper:spective. Theo Jee vco OUl' 
day's work was to sketch out a five year plm. 

Th areas which were identified as most need-e . 
ing improvement in AAl's operations were:-

• Public recognition 
• Empowerment of people with ~bilities ~d 

the disadvantaged, particularly relating to achiev-
ing arts goals 

• Support for participants in ~ractical, physical 
terms 

• Involvement of membership with activities in 
the broader community 

• Resources - equipment, materials, facilities 
(studios etc) adaptive technology, library etc. 

• etworking with related organisations 

Strategies for fhe future included:-
• Putting together a presentation kit about AAJ. 

and implementing a PR campaign 
• Mounting major, high profile projects to illus-

trate ideas such as human rights, advocacy issues 
etc 

• Localized community consultation and devel-
opment of regional support groups 

• Lobbying politicians for funding 
• Setting up a ''Friends of Access Arts Inc" 
• Encouraging 'Internal Advocacy' in organisa-

tions contacted re issues affecting people with 
disabilities 

• Morestaffing for programmes allowing greater 

individual support, particularly fa rnewco 
• Target caregivezs for education ~"' rners 

AAf Te u1eva1 s programmes, and ways in Which Ueor 
support our work they~ 

• Define the boundaries of AAJ.' s work 
• Develop a resource liorary • 

• Establish a sub-committee to work to 
source development \Vardsre-

• Values based training for artists 
Many of these strategies are already bein . 

plemented. We look forward to a year f g ~-
inroads into all of these areas. 0 making 

Access Arts Incorporated 
gratefully acknowledges the 
support of:-
Department Community Services and Health-
Community Cultural Development Unit, v~ 
Arts and Craft Board, Literature Board, 
Aboriginal Arts Board, Performing Arts Board 
all of the Australia Council; ' 
Department of Education - T AFEC; 
Jupiters Casino Community Benefit Fund; 
Queensland Government through the Minister 
for the Arts; 
Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Trust; 
The Sidney Myer Foundation; 
Andrea Ahern Benefit Committee; 
Community Arts Unit of the Brisbane Oty 
Council; 
Annerley Framers; 
Pacific Coal Pty Ltd; 
Broken Hill Proprietary Ltd; 
Esso Australia 
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MEMBERSHIP 
A Arts tnroTJ)O~ted a f: t gm 
sati n \ hkh cit m p~t! 
Join now and u an amttibu to th I , pro• 
gramme 
Mem hi ar"' L 4»a..u~ nd tmlltle u 
tu regu.lar ru!''li'Slell1S'Sv ~u-cl.tm of all forth-
coming e :or ~"Ork.shop . 

I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME JNVOlVID 
WITH THE WORK Of ACCESS ARTii lNCOR· 
PORATED. 

NA.ME.: _________ _ 

ADDRESS:-------·---

----·---·•--.--. 
POSI'OOOE:.--------·--· 
PHONE:_, __ _ ·-----·· .... -
MEMBERSHIPS: 

0 CFSSIO - $10.00 
EMPLOYED - $15.00 
BUSINES5/ORGAN1SA TIONS - $20.00 

Please send cheque or money order (no CilSh) lo . 
ACCESS ARTS IN CORPORA TED 
100 ANNERLEY ROAD 
WOOLLOONGABlJA QlD 4102 

r 
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