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Arts Project Australia celebrated its 25th anniversary in-1999. Since its inception, Arts Project

Australia has gone from strength to strength and has enriched the lives of all those who have

been privileged enough to be involved with it.

The success of Arts Project Australia is a tribute to its founder,
the late Myra Hilgendorf, whom we remember with great
affection and admiration. We are grateful to Murray Hilgendorf
for his generous donations in Myra’s memory, which donations
have enabled us to establish the Myra Hilgendorf Fund. This
Fund is earmarked for a special purpose, yet to be determined
by the Management Committee.

We are hopeful that in the not too distant future Arts Project
Australia will have its own home. Our resources are stretched
at our current premises. Over the last 12 months, Arts-Project
Australia held 528 classes in the studio with attendance by in
excess of 200 clients. Classes offered included painting;
animation, drawing, ceramics and printmaking. The
Management Committee has appointed.an agent to source
suitable properties on its behalf and we continue to liaise with
and make submissions to the Department of Human Services
and other community funding groups. , 1 .

This year, Arts Project Australia held a significant number of very
successful exhibitions both at our own galleries and at external.
galleries. The exhibitions which are always carefully selected,
present the works to their best advantage and showcase the
considerable talents of our artists. A significant number of works
were sold a:z:@\;m last year. It is hugely satisfying to follow
the development of our artists, many of whom have been

Y)

featured in newspapers and magazines and whose works grace

the walls of private houses, commercial premises and galleries.

Arts Project Australia mnxios_mq@mm,%m support and interest
shown by State and Federal members of parliament, many of
whom have taken time out of their busy schedules to visit the
,mE%o or to open or attend an exhibition. We look forward to
their continued involvement.

Again, the Management Committee pays tribute to the untiring
commitment and endless enthusiasm-of the Director, the studio
staff and volunteers, without S:Omxm involvement and efforts,
Arts Project Australia could not survive: The popularity with the
clients of the classes conducted at Arts Project Australia and
the esteem in which it is held by the artistic and general
community.is a credit to them.

Thank you again to the members of the Management Committee
who each bring special skills to the noigmznn. Our thanks are
convéyed to our. retiring ,?mmm:_‘,mn Peter Uo:@_mmw who undertook -
that role for a period of 5 years. Peter’'s good :ci,o:a and
generous sharing of his time and experience will be missed.

At Arts Project Australia, we approach the new millennium with-
‘considerable enthusiasm. We reflect on the achievements of the
nmmm 25 years and look forward to the challenges and
opportunities of the next 25 years.

Sally Shrimpton President
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One of the most lrewarding aspects of being involved with Arts Project Australia is to observe

the developments of the artists and their ong'oing'achieveménts. This year has been no

exception, with many of the artists displaying new levels of skill and confidence in their work.

There is certainly a very rich pool of talented and dedicated artists who have been attendingJ

the studio now for many years, as well as a number of new participants who have taken

My thanks once again to the studio staff whose professionalism,
sensitivity and‘good humour_ensure that all participants in the
program receive skilled individual attention and the hec_essary
support to reach their artistic potential. The fact that the staff

‘are able to maintain such a calm and intense atmosphere

despite the crowded conditions and lack of amenities is doubly
to their credit.

Organisations do not exist as pap'e}-dfawn concepts: they exist
only insofar as the people who make them, and at Arts Project
we are very fortunate in having such a wonderful team. 1 would
particularly like to thank the Management Committee who
bring a diverse and impressive array of skills and experience to
the organisation, and who so generously give up their time to
attend monthly meetings, exhibitions or to assist with any
special project at hand.

Arts Project’s role in'developing an innovative approach to service
delivery for adults with an intellectual disability was officially
recognised by the Department of Human Services by the award
of a Disability Services Best Practices Grant. This award enabled
us to produce an illustrated book, The Inner View, which provides
a background to the organisation and some of its artists. 1 would
very much like to thank David Lancashire from Lancashire ’
Blenheim Design for his assistance with this project and John
Gollings for his wonderful photographs which so accurately

“captured the moods of the studio.,

Another major project for this year was Arts Project Australia’s
participation in an exhibition of Qutsider Art in Belgium. Arts .
Project Australia was the only organisation outside of the EEC
which was invited to contribute work to this important show,
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F eagerly to the opportunities for artistic involvement which Arts Project offers.

which featured work from leading European outsider art
museums and organisations.

Works by Arts Project artists were also featured on a series of
publications produced by the Department of Human Services
and at a fund-raising event for the North Melbourne Football
Club where they attracted a good deal of interest with some

being auctioned o enthusiastic buyers:

A great focus for the past twelve months has been to further our
quest to obtain our own premises, and some important ground
work has been laid. We look forward to the day when the clients
and staff are able to enjoy proper facilities and enough space to
allow for all our activities to be conducted in the one location.

‘We were very sorry to say farewell to Judy Anderson 'yvho has

been our Administrator for the past six years. Judy did an
excellent job in keeping-the office and the accounts running

“smbothly,, and was regarded with great affection by clients,

staff and Management Committee alike. We wish her well in
her future endeavours. In Judy’s place we welcomed Sue Price
who-has settled in readily to meet the challenges and demands
of her new position.

This year marked Arts Project Australia’s twenty-fifth
anniversary. The success of the organisation is due not only

to the vision and commitment of those directly involved, but
also to the many friends and supporters who have assisted us
over the years. We look forward to continued growth into the
future and to increasing our role in promoting and supporting
creative and artistic expression in the lives of people with an
intellectual disability.

Dr Cheryl Daye Director
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