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Cultural Planning

Hot On The Agenda
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Is the pressure too much for volunteers? Ruth Fagan and Anne Henley,
from Cowra Arts Council, at a planning meeting with Arts OutWest

At 'Cultural Policy - State of the Art',
an international conference held in
Brisbane in June/July of this year,
arts groups, community workers,
cultural planners, councils, local gov-
ernment reps., consultants, academ-
icsand representatives from tourism
and funding bodies, met to discuss
the hot topic of cultural planningand
cultural policy.

With the Federal Government's policy
statement, 'Creative Nation', not even a
year old, with Brisbane focusing on cul-
ture to promote itself as a 'livable city',
and the Queensland Government's cul-
tural statement giving priorities to strat-
egies that will lead to success for cultural
industries in cultural exports, cultural
tourism and emerging technology, the
emphasisison 'building local to go global'.
Strategies are being developed to
strengthen cultural communities, respect
indigenous cultures and support regional
distinctiveness.

In Arts 21, the Victorian Government
outlines 6 strategies for the Arts industry
to move into the 21st century.

1. Positioning the arts industry as a
creative force in media and
communication.

2. Provide world class facilities in
metropolitan and regional
centres.

3.  Strengthening the range and
quality of the annual calendar of
arts activities.

4. Promoting leadership in the arts

industry.

Customer-focused marketing.

6. Delivering Australia to the
world.

o

It is clear that even the bean-counters’
can see that the Arts industry plays such
amajorrolein the economy and the future
of our communities, that it mustbe placed
high on the agenda. In 1993/94, culturally
derived goods and services contributed
more than $23 billion to the Australian
economy.

Internationally, where cultural tour-
ism has always been an acknowledged
drawcard, even more important roles are
being assigned to the Arts. For example,
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What the Arts Councils
~are Doing

Training Workshop for
Co-ordinators of
Volunteers:

Theatre Companies
Forming

Contemporary Bass
C.D. launch

Dance
Accessible Arts

Planning day for Arts
and Education

History: Alive and Well

Age of Fishes
Learning Centre Open

Mudgee Arts Council's
Gallery Trail

Rural Woman of the Year
photo exhibition

A Writers' Centre for
the Central West?

Writing feature

Spring Cocktail Party
for Blayney

Arts OutWest's
Promotion Services
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