
 

1 
 

 

Disability Arts History Australia  
Archival Website Tour  
 

as at 15 October 2025 

 

Home Page 

The Disability Arts History Australia website begins with a homepage, with a site logo header in 
blue, and links to 

• Information about this website 
• Acknowledgement of Country 
• Acknowledgement of Disability Community 
• Upsetting Content 
• and Access 

which participants in the co-design wanted, but, for accessibility reasons, not as automatic pop 
ups, or automatically playing videos. 

 

There is text indicating the website documents the transformative impact of artists, arts 
organisations, and allies working in Disability Arts in Australia from the 1970s to the present. 
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Then, there is a series of images of icons and artworks linking to – 

• a Welcome video 
• information About This Website 
• Artists 
• Arts Organisations 
• a Timeline 1960s to 2020s 
• books, articles, and reports 
• curated artist, artform, and community histories, and other archives 

At the bottom of the page we have the logos of the website’s funders and producing partners – 
the Australian Research Council, Queensland University of Technology, Creative Australia, 
Curtin University, University of Melbourne, and Arts Access Victoria. 

About This Website Page 

If the viewer clicks on information About this Website, there is text indicating the website shares 
the stories of d/Deaf, Disabled, and Neurodivergent artists in Australia. 

There is another series of images of icons and artworks to link to information about 

• this Project 
• the Project Team 
• Access 
• Upsetting Content 
• Terminology, Scope, and Future Development 
• Credits and Acknowledgements, 
• And, again, a link to Contact Us 
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Artists Page 

If the viewer clicks back to the homepage, they can choose to visit the Artist page 

 

This page has a link to a sample of our records – videos and transcripts of interviews with 
d/Deaf, Disabled, and/or Neurodivergent artists – a series of filters, to look at what comes up by 
State, by artform, or by artist cohort, and a link with information about more advanced 
searches. 
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Arts Organisations Page 

If the viewer clicks back to the homepage, they can also choose to visit the Arts Organisation 
page 

 

This page has a link to a sample of our records – at launch, it is about The Other Film Festival – 
and another series of filters, to look at what comes up by State, by artform, or by artist cohort, or 
get information about more advanced searches. 
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the website includes 
   1,661 Archival Records: Annual Reports, Programs, Promotional Flyers and Cards and 
more, available via URLs or PDFs. 
   49 Interviews: With d/Deaf, Disabled and Neurodivergent artists and allies, with Auslan 
interpretation, captions, and transcripts for each video 
   Search Tools: To explore 10,864 people, organisations, and works associated with 
Australia’s peak Disability Arts organisations, and filter for location, artform, or topics such 
as Access, Education and employment, Participation in public and political life 

 
 

Access Page 

As the historical documents are either links to PDFs, or to websites, we have put a summary 
describing what is in each item, on the page, and in the alt text tags in the PDFs. 
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Timeline Page 

If the viewer clicks back to the homepage, they can also choose to visit the  

   Timeline: Important moments in Disability Arts practice, policy, and activism 
   Reference List: Books, articles, reports and other helpful resources  
   Curated Histories: Pages focused on specific themes such as Disability Arts Festivals 
or Government Policy, Strategy, and Funding 

 

This, for example, is the timeline of key moments in Disability Arts, policy, practice and 
advocacy from the 1960s to the 2020s, developed through a collaborative process, with filters to 
click on everything from the 1960s and Prior or mainly the policy, practice, or activism from the 
1960s and prior – and so on by decades. 
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Terminology, Scope, and Future Developments Page 

The Disabled artists who have built the site, and tested the features – for example, screen 
reading – estimate the site is around 70% accessible. 

The main access problem is 

• We are presenting original PDF documents with Courier fonts on coloured paper 
• We have – as we say on the Terminology, Scope, and Future Development page the 

viewer sees here – retained the language in use at the time, which will not necessarily 
align with how we describe and define Disability and Disability Arts today 
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The website does not – and, given the challenge of obtaining and digitising historical documents 
cannot – share all the stories of all the artists and allies who have contributed to the 
development of Disability Arts in Australia. 

It starts the process of documenting the arts practice, advocacy, and progress towards equality.   

We hope it may continue to develop as funding, resources, and the flow of our own energies as 
d/Deaf, Disabled, and Neurodivergent people allow. 

  
Contact Us 

 
   Visit the Disability Arts History Australia website at: 
https://disabilityartshistoryaustralia.net  
 
  For media inquiries, interviews, or further information, contact: Professor Bree 
Hadley, bree.hadley@qut.edu.au  https://www.qut.edu.au/about/our-people/academic-
profiles/bree.hadley 

 

https://disabilityartshistoryaustralia.net/s/DAHA/page/Home
mailto:bree.hadley@qut.edu.au
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