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Aris Progoct Ansiralia is graieful for the
confidence sbown m s work by the
Sioney  Myer Fund m  providog
financial support for the establishment
of & permanent collection of pamings
and drawings by people with intellecoual
desabslithes. The art of this group of
poophe has stll o receive appsopnate

recognition from the community. As a
group they we the leamt able W

commund aflention for themselves and
they must scoepd what the community
soes fit o allow themi, s s
opportanity  to  make & permancal
colbection of the aarly offons of the Ans
Project o assemble work of these artisis
is of great imporiance - it lays the
foundstion  for  the akecisment  amil
apprecistion of their contrboon o The
fiehd of human sxpression.

If ome were to ask thoughtful peupls
who work m the Held of soclal welfirne,
*What s the meaning of purpose of all
likely response maght be that they are
concerned  wath  socal  postice. This
wotlkd reflect the fact that they see their
place in society a8 being the givers of
henefits, mot  the receivers. The gap
hetween thoss who give and those whis
recerve ihese henelits B oo greater than
wheni it is befwesen so-called mormal
people asd people with an indclbecrual
disability. ‘The ecemphasia m e
relatioaship for ithe pivers &= on the
therapestic level; il & ool a mubual "give
and take®, of mutual adapiaton, of &
rocogniton  thai  wach  mey  have
sompething oo give. There  have,
hovwever, been consaderable changes of
attibades developing over fecent yeain
and the gap bcfween givers and
FeCEivers is Bo longer =0 great.

The Ars Project for the Mentally
Retarded, as if was firsd known, grew
oul of the movement in the early
peventies coming mamby from parents of
people with miellectaal disabilities 1o
fnds ways of creating a better life for
their children. As an artist, who i also &
parent of an  miellectually disahled
deughier, | came o recognise the

anil artists, formed “the Ams Projent for
the Mentally Retanded” in 1974, Thas
residlled m 1975 in the " MinusPlas

excrcise al the time mstigsted by “The
Herald™ mevspaper, called "The Mumus

:
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The exhubibon crested a greai deal of
imienest and was well recetved by the an
critics  of  ihe Melboume daily
newspapers, and il wenl on o toar the
Regonal Gallenes of Victora. It also
reibected the social aditudes of ihe
period, i that B wes pol poasible o e
the full names of the srisis n the
catalopoes, o it might offend relatives
to see adveriised in public thar they had
& desabled member of the family; the
social stigma of disability still demanded
ihai  they romain anonymos,  jus
*Tom® or "Bob®, “Shifdey” or “Jane®.
Mome of the antists were preseat of the
opening, guie a large sooal occamen,
and oo work was for sale. Mot of the
work wms carried ol wilh the chespest
of materials, on newsprind that became
brittle and yellow, m paints that would
fade. The mneed W preserve  them
therefiore became incressingly obvious,

A later exhibition, "Tommy's World",
funded by the fedeml Department of
Social Security | 1980, opened w
Mebville Hall, the Auwstralian MNatonal
Limrversity, Canherra, and travelled the
casbern  stafe's capwals, ansd  many
smaller exhibitons have been shown in
gll sttes mnd MNew Fealand, with rome
wirks alen representsd mernatiopally .

These, then, are the works the
form  ihe hesis of the Spdney Myer
Fund Permanest Collection. — Thesr
comservation, catalopuing amd stogage
has been made possthile by the pencrous
funding received: they have hecome a
resauree for  fomre stody and  For
cubibnbon as long as thesr Fragile quality
lasis, snd Ehey remain the foundstion
upom which the mow  Arts  Projec
Aumstrals Incorporated 1s hased. There
e mow  cluses cooducted by
professional aisis using artists” gualiry
maderials. The artists themselves are
fully acknowledged, with no reference
o their disability. They aftend the
openings of exhibitbons, and ther works
are wiely sold for prices at  Jeast
cquivalend  to  these of  mainsiream
mrizsts.

Myra Hilgendord (Mrs.) 0.A.M.
President, Aris Project Ansiralia Inc.
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We would like o acknowledpe these who had the understanding and the wisson o encowrage and
suppont the tentative carly mowes made by the founding members of the Arts Project. enabling thes
codlection bo he estahlrhed.

Among thoss we remember with gratinsde sre Essle Wicks, from the Vicionan Minsiry for the Arts;
Gordon Thomson. former Director of the National Gallery of Victona: Patrick MoCaughey, former
Professor of Fine Ars, Monash University: the late Alan Forbes, Mansging Dhroctor of Georges of
Collens Street; the Artists Eriea MeGilchrist and Susan Norrie: Marie Coleman, Commonwesalth
Department of Social Seconty; James Mollison, fommer Dector of Australian Matiopal Gallery:
Students of the Graphic Design Studios, Swmbume College of Technology Lid: Thomas
MecCullough, Director of the Mikdura Art Centre and "Pitspace” st Phallip Institate of Technology.
mnd Roma MeCuollough, An Teacher at the 'W.1, Chaistic Centre. Mildur; the Dunks Foundation:
and Lady Hamer, who became our first Patron,



