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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

Arts Project Australia began in 1974 as an arts-based advocacy
group for people with intellectual disabilities. A major reason for 
the formation of "The Art Project" (as it was then known) was the 
insight on the part of its members that many people who have 
intellectual disabilities displayed aptitude and talent in the visual 
arts, and that the flexible conventions of these artforms could 
provide access to a variety of means of expression and 
communication even when more common forms, particularly 
linguistic, were difficult for them to utilise. Broadly, the aims of the 
Association are: 

- To provide the means by which people with intellectual
disabilities can participate fully in the visual arts;

- To promote the work of people with intellectual disabilities as
integral to the broad spectrum of contemporary art practice;

- To facilitate participation by people with intellectual disabilities in
appropriate mainstream programs and courses, and to encourage
meaningful artistic exchange between disabled and non-disabled
artists;

- To broaden understanding and awareness of art by people with
intellectual disabilities amongst artists and the general public;

- To advocate art as a valid vocational or recreational option for
people with intellectual disabilities;

- To support and provide high quality community-based education
and training programs in the visual arts for people with intellectual
disabilities, as well as for the general public;

In addition to the above points, the Studio Workshop program
specifically aims to provide educational experiences which will: 

- Develop the artistic skills and awareness of people with an
intellectual disability so that they may more fully utilise art as a
vocational or recreational option;

- Focus on personal development, particularly in the ares of self
confidence and self esteem, which will enhance the individual's
ability to function in other aspects of their lives;

- Encourage the development of personal symbols and expression.
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President's ,;Report - Myra Hilgendorf, O.A.M.

In presenting my Annual Report for 1990, I feel that I am able to claim that
the Arts Project is being increasingly recognised as a valid and valuable 
facility. It enables people with intellectual disabilities to share with the 
wider art world both the opportunity to develop skills in expressing 
themselves through the visual arts and to have their work seen by a wide 
and appreciative public. It is also provides a venue in the Northcote and 
Preston community area which is shared by disabled and non-disabled 
people both for classes and in the use of the gallery. This is a developing 
area of integration which has been a natural growth, real achievement of 
shared interest and common needs. Despite a very serious down-turn in 
funding which we know we share with similar organisations in the 
community, the demand for services grows beyond our capacity to accept 
the enrollments. We had hoped to be operating five and a half days a week 
by 1991 but that has not been possible. 

The Exhibition Program continues but, for the present, on a much reduced
scale. Despite the usual high number of sales of work in the past, staging 
exhibitions is an expensive activity and one must accept the falling-off of 
sales during this recession period. 

Since August 1990 we have had, for the first time, a full-time Director. 
Cheryl Daye returned from her Churchill Fellowship study tour to take up 
this position. I regard this as one of the most important steps in our 
development. The work load has grown enormously and the need for a 
Director to be present on a daily basis has become vital. We are grateful to 
Community Services Victoria - Intellectual Disability Services - for 
providing the funds to make this possible. Cheryl is eminently suited to 
this work with her long experience in teaching art at the Special School at 
Janefield. Her knowledge both of the needs of people with intellectual 
disabilities and the methods of stimulating their creativity is extensive, and 
her recent tour of Europe enabled her to assess the validity of the work 
being done at Arts Project and to make valuable contacts. She now has the 
time also to represent Arts Project both at a state and national level, at 
meetings and seminars, where appropriate. 

I wish to thank the Management Committee for their interest and support.
Jan English has gone interstate and so is unable to continue her work with 
us; we thank her for her the time and assistance she was able to give. Sue 
Sturup joined us, after some years absence, as Secretary. She was for many 
years a most capable and creative member during the early years of the 
Project, and we are all very happy to have her back. I wish to show my 
appreciation of the Administrative Assistant Linda Bond whose efficiency 
and intelligent understanding of her work is of such help to us all. And 
last but by no means least our very grateful thanks goes to the Artsworkers 
whose task of running the daily classes smoothly is such an obvious 
success. The high motivation of the students, the cheerful, pleasant 
atmosphere of the Studio Workshop, and the profusion of exciting and 
innovative work that is characteris�ic of the Studio is a worthy reflection of 
the efforts of the Artsworkers. 
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