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A New Era for Arts Access 

Dinny's Leaving 

Dinny Downie - former Executive Officer of 
Arts Access 
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Downie has announced her resignation 
as Executive Officer to take up the 
position of Development Officer at the 
Victorian Arts Centre. 

Dinny sees her move to the Arts 
Centre as a new and exciting challenge 
after spending eight years working to 
build an organisation that is successful 
and steadfast. 

"I have every confidence that this 
team will continue to grow in new 
directions and I am looking forward to my 
new position as Development Officer," 
she said. 

The changes herald a new era for Arts 
Access beginning with the development 

fl f of new programmes, the building 
extensions and the appointment of Kate 
Brennan as the new Executive Director. 
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New Executive Director 

for Arts Access 
Kate Brennan, Programme Director 

at Arts -1n;cess has been appointed 
Executive Director replacing Dinny 
Downie. 

Her appointment as Executive 
Director comes as no surprise to those 
who are familiar with Kate and her work. 
She has already had a taste of what is in 
store when she acted as Executive 
Officer for five months in 198 7 while 
Dinny was away on secondment to the 
Australia Council. 

Earlier this year she also visited the 
United States to experience similar 
programmes to those conducted at Arts 
Access through Hospital Audiences Inc. 
and Very Special Arts International 
contacts. 

Kate is an experienced drama teacher 
with a strong background in 
administration, and had been working 
with an overseas aid agency developing 
curriculum and innovative community 
education programmes before working 
with Arts Access. 
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Kate's initial involvement with Arts 
Access was through Theorem and she 
has worked extensively since then with 
people with disabilities. 

Her new position as Executive 
Director sees Kate continuing her role as 
overall Programme Co;ordinator with the 
suppor t of more senior project staff, 
developing new areas of growth for Arts 
Access and taking on the overall 
administration of the Society. 

"I am excited by the new challenge 
and am confident that my term as 
Executive Director will be a productive 
time. The work done by Arts Access will 
continue to provide support for access 
and participation in all areas of the arts 
for all the people we are involved with," 
said Kate. 

An exciting new change that will 
happen when Kate steps in on 
September 1 st is the newly created 
position of Development Officer who will 
work alongside Kate to raise the profile of 
Ar ts Access and work on a general 
support stri:itegy. 

Kate Brenilar. - newly appointed Executive Director of Arts Access 



An Executive Directive 
Several weeks ago when I was told of Dinny's resignation at one of our staff meetings my jaw literally dropped. 
After eight years of incredible dedication and obvious results I thought it would be appropriate to ask Dinny for her 

reaction to leaving Arts Access and the most outstanding moments in her career. 
The letter that follows is her reply -
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An Exciting Future for Arts Access 
Even without Dinny's move to the Arts Centre, the coming 

months and years promise to be challenging and exciting for 
Arts Access. 

We have planned extensive programmes in the areas of 
ar tist and staff training, information dissemination about the 
field of arts and disability, ar ts advocacy for individuals with 
special needs, regional development and resource 
production. 

These are in addition to our on-going work in prisons, 
remand settings, Community Residential Units, Special 
Accommodation Houses, psychiatric and intellectual 
disabilit y institutions and day programmes, schools, welfare 
centres, and with the many individuals and groups within the 
community whose needs are not being met by the arts or 
other community services. 

The EASE programme is continuing from strength to 
strength in response to strong demand and of course we plan 
to develop workshop space and complete disability access 
within our building. 

Dinny leaves behind her an energetic, innovative 
organisation with a clear direction, skilled staff and sound 
management committee. 

Following in Dinny's footsteps as Executive Director will 
necessarily keep me on my toes. Alterations to our staff 
structure will however mean the development of new 
strengths for Arts Access. In par ticular I am looking forward 
to working with a Development Officer whose role will be 
profiling and marketing. This position will be advertised 
shortly. 

I am also looking forward to the continued suppor t, and 
creative input from all Arts Access staff and ar tists into the 
1990's. 

The comments on the final page of this newsletter are 
Dinny's greatest tribute. They reflect the value of her work and 
what Arts Access now means to the community and will 
continue to mean. 

Finally from all the staff and ar tists - Dinny, an enormous 
thank you and good luck. 

So long ... it's b·een good 
And what of the future? During the past year the demand 

for knowledge of our work has grown and we have therefore 
been more and more involved in training people and sharing 
the knowledge and experience we have learnt over the years. 
1989 sees a development in this area with many plans aimed 
at seminars and training schemes throughout Victoria. 

This will run parallel to our work with clients and our effor ts 
towards integrating as many people as possible into the 
mainstream of living. So far our efforts in this area have been 
focussed on Special Accommodation Houses and 
Community Residental Units, and I am sure this will remain a 
priority. 

Kate Brennan will be the Director of the Society.and we all 
believe this to be a positive and progressive appointment. 
Kate has been the Programme Director at Ar ts Access for the 
past 18 months and she has introduced exciting new 
directions for the Society. 

We have worked closely for that time and I will miss her as a 
colleague and friend. I am sure our friendship will survive ·the 
change. 

I leave the Society full of hope and secure in the 
knowledge that everyone now associated with it can only 
take it to its next step into the future of change, creativity and 
innovation. 

After eight years it is impossible to name everyone who 
should be thanked. Enough to say that organisations such as 
Ar ts Access can only grow and succeed through inspiration 
and support from staff, committee, funding bodies and 
friends. Ar ts Access has grown and has been successful ... 
Q.E.D. 

'fhanks 
Dinny Downie. 
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From out President 

It would be hard to over-estimate the 
impactthat Dinny Downie has had on 
the Arts Access Society and its work in 
the field of creativity and disability 

In many ways; Dinny has made Arts 
Access Society what it is today. In 1980 
when Dinny arrived at Arts Access , the 
state of the organisation was at best 
uncertain. With funding for no more than 
three months salary, only one or two 
programmes operational and occupying 
the corner of an office in St. Ki Ida Road, 
Dinny faced a task that would have 
daunted and demoralised lesser mortals. 

Dinny's tenacity has made Arts 
Access a prosperous and stable 
organisation. When the Victorian 

Ministry tor the Arts somewhat 
reluctantly agreed to a one-off grant of 
$4000 in 1980/81; it little realised that 
the Society was to develop into the 
Ministry's second highest funded 
Community Arts body in the State: 

Dinny's contribution to the growth and 
development of Arts Access has been 
crucial. Through her hard work and 
positive outlook Arts Access has 
developed a reputation as an effective 
programme and service provider. She 
has brought to the people she works with 
a positive outlook, the ability to set goals 
and only then to consider the possible 
restraints and "what-ifs'.' 

Clearly no organisation can survive 
and prosper through the efforts of a 
single person. An important strength of 
Arts Access has been the hard work and 

dedication of the·people involved, and 
this has been due in no small measure to 
Dinny's special t alent for getting the best 
out of people, for demanding some 
commitmen.t and effort that she puts into 
her work. 

Finally, Dinny's commitment to the 
philosophy arid ideals of Arts Access 
has put the organisation and the issues 
involved in the arts, disability and 
integration, "on the map" at both State 
arid National levels. 

In whatever capacity we have been 
involved, Dinny's liveliness, sense of 
humour and enjoyment has made 
working for Arts Access a pleasure. So 
thank you Dinny for eight years hard 
work, dedication and stimulation. 
Judy Morton. 
President. 

The Nature of Arts Access---
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look forward to further successful 
projects in the near future'.' 
Mont Park Hospital 

To the people we work with Arts Access means many things - Access, 
Enjoyment, Creativity, T ickets, Workshops. 
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