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Aims and Objectives 

Arts Project Australia began in 1974 as an arts-based advocacy group 
for people with intellectual disabilities. A major reason for th� . formation of the "Art Project" (as it was then known) was the ms1ght
on the part of its members that many people who have an intellectual 
disability displayed aptitude and talent in the visu�I arts, and that th� 
flexible conventions of these art forms could provide access to a vanety 
of means of expression and communication, even when °!'?re common 
forms, particularly linguistic, were difficult for them to utilise. 

Broadly, the aims of the Association are: 

To provide the means by which people with an intellectual 
disability can participate fully in the visual arts; 

To promote the work of people with an intellectual disab!llty as 
integral to the broad spectrum of contemporary art practice; 

To facilitate participation by people with an intellectual disability in
appropriate mainstream programs and �urses, and to en_courage 
meaningful artistic exchange between disabled and non-disabled 
artists; 

To broaden understanding and awareness of art by people with 
intellectual disabilities among artists and the general public; 

To advocate art as a valid vocational or recreational option; 

To support and provide high quality community based education 
and training in the visual arts; 

In addition to the above points, the Studio Workshop Program 
specifically aims to provide educational experiences which will: 

Develop the artistic skills and awareness of people �-ith an
intellectual disability so that they may more fully utilise art as a 
vocational or recreational option; 

Focus on personal development, pa�ticularly in the _are_a� of �elf
confidence and self-esteem which will enhance the md1v1dual s 
ability to function in other aspects of their lives; 

Encourage the development of personal symbols and exp�es�ions so 
that art may be used as an alternative means of commumcatton. 
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President's Report 

• In presenting my Annual Report for the year
ending January 31st 1993, I am happy to say
that despite the economic recession, Arts
Project Australia has enjoyed a successful
year. The commitment and dedication of the
staff has enabled us to expand despite
difficulties in meeting the growing demands on
our service.

I would like to offer the grateful thanks of
the Management Committee to the Program
Director, Cheryl Daye, and the artsworkers,
who have so generously given .much extra time
and energy in carrying out the programs we
have undertaken.

The transformation of the physical space, both
in the relocation of the office and in the
cutting of a doorway linking the two studio
areas, has greatly improved the functioning of
the workshop. I would particularly like to
thank Mark Chapman, Luciano Giardina and
Andrew Sutton for their efforts in effecting
the changes, and also Alan Davis who
provided technical advice and assistance in
completing the job. These two improvements
have transformed the working space into a
free-flowing and efficient use of the premises.

We had a number of changes of personnel.
Linda Bond, the Administrative Assistant who
contributed so much to the life and work of
the studio, left to travel overseas and her
position is in the process of being filled.
Maxine Ryder also went overseas and Linda
Judge has taken her place as an artsworker.
We regretfully accepted the resignations of
Cliff Judge, Lyn Quintal and Michael Butson
from the Management Committee. Cliff was a
member of the original team which formed the
Arts Project in 1974 and has made a very
large and varied contribution both in ideas
and sheer physical work to the development of
the project. Lyn brought to us her knowledge
and experience as an art teacher and helped
inaugurate the valuable association with what
was then the Art School.at Phillip Institute of
Technology, now R.M.I.T., and she has now
joined us as an artsworker. Michael Butson is
going to live interstate and we wish him well.
I would like to thank all of these people for
their contributions to Arts Project Australia.
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We welcomed Chris McAuliffe to the 
Committee, he is a lecturer in Fine Arts at 
The University of Melbourne and his 
knowledge and experience in the art world is 
of great value to us. Peter Douglas, a retired 
accountant has joined the Finance Committee 
and acts as a valuable consultant on financial 
affairs. We welcomed Sue Boyce, who is also 
vice-president of the Down Syndrome 
Association of Victoria onto our committee, 
and she has relieved Sue Sturup as Secretary. 

Our major enterprise for the year was the 
exhibition in the Access Gallery of the 
National Gallery of Victoria, "Inside 
Out/Outside In". This was opened by Mr. 
James Mollison, Director of the N.G.V. and 
Professor Jenny Zimmer of the Fine Arts 
Dept. of Monash University. The seminar 
which accompanied it was led by our guest, 
Professor Roger Cardinal, from the Dept. of 
Visual and Literary Studies, University of 
Kent, U.K., who is a world authority on 
"Outsider Art." We are grateful to the 
Community Cultural Development Unit of 
the Australia Council for funding the very 
fine catalogue which was edited by Chris 
McAuliffe and Stephanie Holt who also 
curated the exhibition. 

A very significant addition to our program is 
the negotiation with the Federal Government 
Dept. of Health, Housing, Local Government 
and Com�unity Services to set up a 
Supported Employment Program for six of 
our artists. This is an innovation which we 
believe to be a unique step in the recognition 
of the status of artists with intellectual 
disabilities. 

I wish to thank the following government 
departments who have made possible the 
continuing work of Arts Project Australia:­
Health and Community Services Victoria; 
Health, Housing, Local Government and 
Community Services; Australia Council -
CCDU; Victorian Ministry for the Arts; Sport 
and Recreation Victoria; Northcote City 
Council. 

MYRA HILGENDORF O.A.M. 
PRESIDENT 


















