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Kyle Powded y .. P1oj, ~ Co-ordinator 
Pa.n.1 Gars .ng 

Ka:rolin .. 1 I< ,racs 
Canny ,l<1.1 . ch 

. The Participants 
Grant McMullen 
Norma Sheedy 
Anne Townsend 
Barbara Ceeny 
Kerr McCraig 
Ray Griffiths 
Cathie Gain 

Tania Green 
Dennis Sheedy 
Kim Townsend 
Cameron Hall 
Carolyn Heely 
David Bell .. 
Linda Wilson 

Shane Blachford 
Jean Magennis 
WayneOose 
HelenMakem 
Wendy Cowley 
LibbyBiar 

Plus many other people who attended occasionally. 
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Accessible Arts Inc. is a state-wide organisation which 
encourages and promotes the development of 
opportunities for people with disabilities to have access 
to and participation in all creative art forms. 

In the begining ... 
In May 1991, Accessible Arts, approached the Wagga community with 
the idea of generating a network of people interested in developing arts 
opportunities for people with disabilities. 

After the initial community meeting it was decided that a community 
arts project would assist in establishing the network and promote better 
access to the arts for people with disabilities. 

The aims of the community arts project were to promote the arts to 
people with disabilities and to inform the community of the need to 
integrate people into existing arts services and programmes. 

The project was to provide people with hands on experience in as many 
visual mediums as practicable. This was in response to the difficulties 
experienced by people when faced with making choices when they have 
no knowledge/experince of a particular art form. 

The project aimed to bring together a variety of art forms combining 
drama, painting sculpture, silk scarves, banner-making and poster-
making, and then to draw these different creations together in an 
exht"bition event to display the abilities and achievements of the group. 

The visual arts project was to become unique in that it catered for 
people with physical disabilities, people with intellectual disabilities 
and the broader community. 

To this end, several local artists banded together to organise a series of 
ten community arts workshops. These workshops were designed to give 
a diverse range of people the opportunity to work together and learn 
from each other. 
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I. 

The First Workshop 
This was a big introductory workshop to involve and inspire over fifty 
people in the community through the processes of creativity and art. All 
of the project participants attended, as well as their carers and many 
practicing local artists. 

We wanted to explore the elements: Earth, Water, Air and Fi.re, as a 
starting point for accessing creativity, on the basis that everyone feels 
and everyone interprets the environment in their own way. 

Drama Tutor, Janette Crowe (pictured), led a drama workshop to explore 
these metaphors using movement, sound, voice, music and dance. 

* 



When all of the group had experienced through drama the: HEAVINESS 
of Earth; the FLOWING of Water: the LIGHTNESS of Air: the 
FLICKBUNG of Fire; the group was directed to extend these experiences 
and movements into colour and onto canvas. The larger group broke into 
four smaller groups and began to work together on four large canvases in 
each of the four comers of the room. 

:id*$ 3 •• 
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' 
" ... to hpve overcome some of the barriers I 
have put up so that I can keep away from 
people who I thought were unlike me are 
amazing. I mean, the barriers just droppe,d 
away as contact was made. I was the one 
with the disability/' - C.K. 
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Some of the participants had very limited verbal skills and they found painting to be a powerful means of expression. 
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There was an enormous enthusiasm generated by the group, with many 
of the participants regularly proclaiming that they "LOVE ART". The 
works which they created reflect the positive energy with which they 
approached their work. 



Silk Scarves 

A group of participants decided to try silk painting, and together they 
learned how to make silk scarves, using Procean Dyes which produce 
vibrant, glowing colours. They experimented with calligraphy brushes 
and Gutta to create beautiful scarves . 
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Poster Project 

One project undertaken by the group was to produce posters to publicize 
the needs of people with disabilities in issues like transport, leisure 
activities, etc. 

... ________ _ 
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~,:. :A po8ler project was also launched to promote the Art Exhibition Event, 
i ': · 'With the lettering being done on computer and copies made on a photocopier, with a space left in the centre of the page for hand drawn images. This made each of the posters unique and interesting, and everyone was able to enhance the message in their own way. 

These posters were placed all over town, in cafes, banks, shops, disabilities service areas, etc., to let people in the general community 
I know of the project and the Exhibition Evenl t' 
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Banners 

Over a few 1u«~u-ive wo-rbh~ ac,me mmtbttS of tM gioup, worked 

on a senes of bann~n, oploring painting, collage md •mall wrapped 

aculptu.lff which wett wwn onto the fabric. 



-= ~ · 
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These banners were produced dynamically, with the group working 

around a table and moving on at regular intervals to work on another 

area to develop an homogenous group artwork. 
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The Exhibition Event 
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The culminating event h~ld on S•turd Ay .31st August 1991 was &n 
exciting and ttw4.f'ding e~~ritnc:e for both the proud putidpants and 
for the large auJi~nc~ who attended. The e>.hibition was hung in the 
Strand Arcade in a double shop g~n~raously donated b y Hore and 
D~vies Real EsLste for the two weeks t:lut the show was hanging. 

The w&lls we.re alive with dyna_mk colour in a rich ,·uiety of utistic 
styl~ and expression a_nd the oveml impression of the show reflected 
v~ry much the spirit with which the workshops were conducted. The 
concepts of th.e energetic Row betwttn the separate elements which the 
group be-ga.n with was again reafirmed b)' the flowing together of the 
individual works to form a cohesive ud highly successful show .. But 
thal-S not all! 



The Drama for Intellectually Disabled Group produced a delightful performance called "Buffalo Girl" from an African myth , narrated by Janette Crowe and assisted by Tamsin Cowling. 1 

The Drama Group, who had been working earlier in the year with Janette and Tamsin had developed the story over several weeks, after spending a long period concentrating on expressive movement with body, voice and sound exploration. 

f¥Saf9l&i&fl16¥4A4zerf 
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"The response of surprise that the work was made by disabled people was 
typical and shows that the public needs to be made more aware of the 
many and different talents each disabled person possesses. 

"The workshops and public exhibitions need to be held on a regular basis 
to stimulate on-going interest and support within the community and for 
the disabled to grow in creativity - and enable at l~ast a few of the more 
talented to "make art' on a continual basis." -P.G. 
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~ ability 
An Exhibition of Works 
from the Accessible Arts 

Community Arts Workshops. 
Pcrfonnances by the Drania Movement Grou p 

Opening Event 
Saturday 31st August. I - 3 pm 

Shops 8->9 
back of the 

All Welcome. 

Strand Arcade. 
Open All Wee-k .until 

DayU. St 

Saturday 7 lh Sep tem ber 

P!.alny Thanks to a l l who he lped -..ke this projec t possib le i n Wagga . 

Pa r tic ularly : 

Relen Connors and Accessible Art s . 
J aqu i e Fe ll, He l~n Abiga i l , Te d Coop at t he Fo r rest Cent re 
Susi e Roper a t tb~ l eisure Company 
Pe t er Lloyd, Hard ies Hardware for Spon s o r s hi p 
Tbe Wagga Dail y Adve rtiser for press cov erage 
The Riverina Le a der for press Coverage 
Nicolett a t >JIC r a d io f or i nte rvie ws 
2MA Rad i o f or inter v iews 
Prime Te l e v ision. 
Caro l yn Read, Hor e a nd Da v ies for the Exhib i t i o n Spa ce 
Ca roline a nd Bra d and the gang a t Geneva Cres . 
Dian ne J ohnston f or he~ he l p i n the wo rks hops 
Jeremy Hodes f or Photog r a phs 
Janett e Crowe for Drama Move me n t and s u p por t. 
The St..lff a nd Carer s at Ku r ra j o ng Hostel ! 
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The Artworks 

Anne Townsend 
Still life 61 cm X 61 cm 
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T
he exhibition and the aim

s of the project w
ere w

ell publicised through 

radio interview
s, new

spaper articles, photographs an
d

 the poster 

cam
paign. 

T
he exhibition, held in a shopping arcade in the m

ain street w
as w

ell 

attended and the w
orks w

ere view
ed b y a w

ide cross section of the 

com
m

unity. T
he w

orks gene rate d an enthusiastic response w
i th

 

expressions of interest to purchase the w
orks on display. 

In O
ctober 1991 the w

orks travelled to Sydney for the Suitcase S
how

 

exhibition w
here m

ore than 200 people attended the official opening by 
A

B
C

 A
rts Presenter, Peter R

oss. A
 num

ber of the participants from
 all of 

the A
ccessible A

rts Inc. regional projects journeyed to Sydney for the 

opening and w
ere inspired by the positive response they recieved. 

N
early all of th e participants involved in these projects are continuing 

their interest in the arts today. 

T
he original artw

orks produced through the W
agga W

agga project are 

now
 housed there, how

ever, th e project w
ill continue to tour regional 

N
ew

 South W
ales in this form

at. 

T
his visual arts project has been a great success and there is now

 a w
ell 

established n etw
ork operating in the W

agga W
agga region. In 1992 this 

netw
ork has already begun p lanning strategies to further im

prove and 

develop access to the arts for people w
ith d isabilities in the R

iverina. 
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P
ainting 

In successive W
orkshops som

e of the participants developed individual 
w

orks, w
hile others continued to w

ork together on large group w
orks. 

Som
e of the participants w

anted to use their a.rt to talk about issues that 
w

ere im
portant to them

, such as the need for transport and accessibility. 

"5 ... 's m
other is 11m

11ud:'A
t 

hom
e he draw

s on A
4 papn, 

m
ainly 

aeroplanes 
and 

truclcs. H
ere h11 ls painH

ng on 
large canvases an,I painH

ng 
cities, the desert and using 
large spaces o

f colour. I 
b

d
ievc lie h

a
s found h

i• 
C

-
L

-
1

' 
n&

Lne. 

"M
y
 ow

n com
m

ent• 011 5 ... '• 
w

ork: H
e appear• to

 be so 
confidm

t I w
as •ure he had 

used large canvases before. he 
b

o
w

• 11%
Rctly how

 U
ie w

ork 
slaoa,ld happm

. H
e is able to 

dn.cribc the m
eaning behind 

h
i• paintin

g
. H

is 
des ign 

oriented p
a

in
tings, u

sin
g

 
prim

ary coloun are adm
ired 

by m
a

n
y v

iew
ers. I w

o
u

ld
 

like to sec lrim
 have the 

opportunity t o co11tinuc." -
c.K

. 

"
R
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d yello
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a
ve tire 

/u
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f tl1e desert. You're 

llriPing in the desert a11d it's 
'llot. T

here 's a 
t o

w
n

 and 
Boin

eon
c 

livin
g

 
there. 

P
ain

tin
g is n

ice, 
I 

enjo
y 

1711tting the paint on." -
S ••• 
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"I 
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g
 

th
e 

p11inH
ng; it w

as different. I've 
"ev

er done 
it 

before." -
P

articipanl 
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