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The Participants

Grant McMullen  Tania Green Shane Blachford
Norma Sheedy Dennis Sheedy Jean Magennis
Anne Townsend Kim Townsend Wayne Close
Barbara Ceeny Cameron Hall Helen Makem
Kerr McCraig Carolyn Heely Wendy Cowley
Ray Griffiths David Bell Libby Biar
Cathie Gain Linda Wilson

Plus many other people who attended occasionally.
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Accessible Arts Inc. is a state-wide organisation which
encourages and promotes the development of
opportunities for people with disabilities to have access
to and participation in all creative art forms.

In the begining...

In May 1991, Accessible Arts, approached the Wagga community with
the idea of generating a network of people interested in developing arts

opportunities for people with disabilities.

After the initial community meeting it was decided that a community
arts project would assist in establishing the network and promote better

access to the arts for people with disabilities.

The aims of the community arts project were to promote the arts to
people with disabilities and to inform the community of the need to
integrate people into existing arts services and programmes.

The project was to provide people with hands on experience in as many
visual mediums as practicable. This was in response to the difficulties
experienced by people when faced with making choices when they have

no knowledge/experince of a particular art form.

The project aimed to bring together a variety of art forms combining
drama, painting sculpture, silk scarves, banner-making and poster-
making, and then to draw these different creations together in an
exhibition event to display the abilities and achievements of the group.

The visual arts project was to become unique in that it catered for
people with physical disabilities, people with intellectual disabilities

and the broader community.

To this end, several local artists banded together to organise a series of
ten community arts workshops. These workshops were designed to give
a diverse range of people the opportunity to work together and learn

from each other.







The First Workshop

This was a big introductory workshop to involve and inspire over fifty
people in the community through the processes of creativity and art. All
of the project participants attended, as well as their carers and many
practicing local artists.

We wanted to explore the elements: Earth, Water, Air and Fire, as a
starting point for accessing creativity, on the basis that everyone feels
and everyone interprets the environment in their own way.

Drama Tutor, Janette Crowe (pictured), led a drama workshop to explore
these metaphors using movement, sound, voice, music and dance.




When all of the group had experienced drama the: HEAVINESS
of Earth; the FLOWING of Water: the LIGHTNESS of Air: the
FLICKERING of Fire; the group was directed to extend these experiences
and movements into colour and onto canvas. The larger group broke into

four smaller groups and began to work together on four large canvases in
each of the four comers of the room.







n_. to hape overcome some of the barriers [
have put up so that I can keep away from
people who I thought were unlike me are
amazing. 1 mean, the barriers just dropped
away as contact was made. I was the one

y
with the disability.” - CK.




Some of the participants had very limited verbal skills and
they found painting to be a powerful means of expression.




There was an enormous enthusiasm generated by the group, with many
of the participants regularly proclaiming that they "LOVE ART", The
works which they created reflect the positive energy with which they
approached their work.




Silk Scarves
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Poster Project |

One project undertaken by the group was to produce posters to publicize
the needs of people with disabilities in issues like transport, leisure
activities, etc, N L L
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These posters were placed all gyer

disabilj

town, in cafes, banks, shops,
ities service areas, etc., to let
| know

people in the gen

eral community
' of the project and the Exhibition Event.
N
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The Exhibition Event




Thi_.‘ _l:l.l.lminlting event held on Saturday 31st August 1991 was an
exciting and rewarding experience for both the proud participants and
for the large audience who attended. The exhibition was hung in the

Strand Arcade in a double shop generaously donated by Hore and
Davies Real Estate for the two weeks that the show was hanging.

The walls were alive with dynamic colour in a rich variety of artistic
styles and expression and the overall impression of the show reflected
very much the spirit with which the workshops were conducted. The
concepts of the energetic flow between the separate elements which the
group began with was again reafirmed by the flowing together of the

individual works to form a cohesive and highly successful show. But
that's not all!




The Drama Group,

who had been Working earlier in the year with
Janette and Tamsin had developed the story over several weeks, after
spending a long period concentrating on

€Xpressive movement with
body, voice and sound exploration. "




""The response of surprise that the work was made by disabled people was
typical and shows that the public needs to be made more aware of the
many and different talents each disabled person possesses.

"The workshops and public exhibitions need to be held on a regular basis
to stimulate on-going interest and support within the community and for
the disabled to grow in creativity - and enable at least a few of the more
talented to "make art' on a continual basis." -P.G.






Iﬁéabiity

An Exhibition of Works
from the Accessible Arts
Eumn:nnlty Aris wul'k&hnpl,

Performances by the Drama Movement Group

Opening Event
Saturday 31st August. 1 - 3 pm

All Welcome.

vt o e Strand Arcade. gy s
Open All Week until Saturday 7th Seplember

Many Thanks to all who Bhelped sahe this projece posatble in Waggs.

rarcicalarly:

lelen o 5 and K pible AEts.

Jaguie Fell, Welgm Abigail, Ted Coop at the Forrvest Centra
sugls Roper at the leisure Company

petar Lloyd, Hacdies Hardware foc Sponsarshlp

Tha Wagga paily Adwertiser for press coOverage

The Riverina Lesder for poress Coverage

fHicelsrk at ABMC radieo for intecviews

s Radio for interviews

Prims Televieion.
Caralyn Read, pare and Daviesa for the Exhibitioa Space

Ccaroline and Drad and the gang at Gensva Cres.
Gianne Jehnston for her help is the workskops

Jereny Hedes for Photographs
Jamette Crowe for Drama FMovemant and suppott.

The Staff and Carecs at Furrejong Hadtell
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The Artworks

Anne Townsend
Still life 61 em X 61 cm




5,“, 109 cm X 109 cm




Corant MeMullen
Blue Alr Painting 60 cm X 115 em




Group Work
Water 116 cm X 230 em

Group Work
Alr 118 em X 2% em

Group Work
Earth 116 cm X 230 cmy

Group Work
Fire 116 cm X 230 em




Wendy Cowley & Group Help
gdl:ﬂﬂﬂ?-ﬁnﬁi.ﬂﬂ!#i!

Tania Green
Happy Sea Day 110 cen X 110 em

91 con X 115 cm




Dennis and Morma Sheedy
Sunny Day Painting %0 cm X 110 em




- il

Wayne Close and Barbara Ceeny

Flowers &1 cm X 61 cm

Linda Wilson
Kandinsky Colours 61 cm X 61 em




The exhibition and the aims of the project were well publicised through T

radlo interviews, newspaper articles, photographs and the poster
campaign.

The exhibition, held in a shopping arcade in the main street was wiell
attended and the works were viewed by a wide cross section of the
community. The worka generated an enthusiastic response with
expressions of interest to purchase the works on display.

In October 1991 the works travelled to Sydney for the Suitcase Show
exhibition where more than 200 people attended the official opening by
ABC Arts Presenter, Peter Ross. A number of the participants from all of
the Accessible Arts Inc. regional projects journeyed to Sydney for the
opening and were inspired by the positive response they recleved.

Mearly all of the participants involved in these projects are continuing
thietr interest in the arts oday,

The original artworks produced through the Wagga Wagga project are
now housed there, however, the project will continue to tour regional
New South Wales in this format.

This visual arts project has been a great success and there is now a well
established network operating in the Wagga Wagga region. In 1952 this
network has already begun planning sirategies to further improve and
develop access to the arts for people with disabilities in the Riverina
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v, done it without.

-..,_\\..N_a.,_,*_w_._w: il THE FORREST CENTRI

“Caring far the Aged and Disablei

- i

The project iovolved & wida vrosseoti
Communliy, Both disabled and non=disabled. 1& §nwolwasd Ay
Btablished local Arpimin, whe brought with thes & wids rasgs
Of supertise io Arte and tesvhing. Thess sstabl ished Artisks
=utkad slong wide the Participants, sharimg Lhe sEparioncss

el Lhesm emariog sew SrListe, whio wore baginaing Lo explgre
few and dilfecent forms of Creat _.t..”_..

an Fidm Ehe

The project was Co-ordinatod
NG WAN Jolsed by thiee clher Artims i, Ma

cEinE Eyle Powia
P
fovacs and Canmy Einloch Lo Focs & ha

Ely.
darpiang, Earolins

fora griaip for Che Peojecit

This group was added o Ly the involyvessst of obher
Srtista and carars who o al s wol i tes red Lhatr Lisme and skills.
The conkributions of sevecal @l Lhase poople was inveloabls,
“afgal Fell, as ECEaLional therapist 4t ihe Farrest Cemtem
=hare Lhe worbahops wers Rl Jandtte Crows, & Ceior smd
Jirsolof of iams for ?.;.-._....n_":..__.__. Elsabledy Irfanm
dn Ares Blwcai lom stulenl | amid

& JohaEtam,
OEhef BEpgedit ive

Carcline, Brad, sina and B U e
Carers who helped maks i Froject & swooens,

™he proijsct was wa |l ||

BUREDT L el
dié BEh piFdvala

by the BusineEms as
FEmmLnity,; with subsLaniisl i b | om i

© wnd welooming vemus asd #lall for v B g
& Farrest Centre Day Carmj a

dminiscrative halp |
HlRUrY OOMpany | Timbar and hardware by Macdwe Hagdware; g
Iln tha Strand Arcads by Borw and Daviss

and am @b bl Lo i paow
Besl estate.

Hore and Davies Real Estate Pty. Ltd.

Lwt ol i misng Mgy
FEL Bl B, hGs O

75
1

Painting

idual
In successive Workshopa some of the participants nuqnuuvu.wuﬁﬂ”..___.i,
waorks, while others continued to work together on large n_n._.—. b P
Some of the participants wanted to use their art to talk a o=t
E—“&EIEEHE-#«EEHEERE% Ve

“%...'n mother ls amazed Al
hams ke deaus on Ad paper,
mainly aeroplancs and
trucks. Here ha la paintisg on
large canvases and painting
citirs, the desert and using
large spaces of colowr. [
beliere he has found his
miche."

“My ouwn commmnis on 5.
waork: He appears Lo be so
confldent | was swrs he had
usrd lorge canpases before, he
knows exactly how the work
should happen. IHe is able to
describe the meaning behind
kis painting. His design
erieated paintings, wsing
primary colowrs are admired
by many viewers. [ would
like to see him have the

opparfunity to conlinue,” =
CE

"Red and yellow have the
feelimgn of the desert, You're
driwing .ﬂ__._anh desert and '
bot. There's a town and
samsone [wimg  there,
Painting is mnice, I fnjoy
pulting the palat on,™ - 5.,
{participant)

"I ewjoyed doing the
Painting it was different, ['oe

saver dome {F before ™
FParticipant.
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